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The response to the first number of Psammonal ia was most gratifying and serves
as a catalyst to the Editors to carry on. Evidently there is a need for this type
of communication among those on this side of the Aflantic who are interested in
interstitial biota.

Accompanying this issue is a questionnaire of considerable importance. We
urge you to complete it and return it to Donald J. Zinn, Department of Zoology,
University of Rhode Island, Kingston, R.I. 02881 at your eariiest convenience.
Hopeful ly a new "“Register of Psammonologists" may be included with the next issue
of Psammonalia. The new register will be revised into two sections: (1) alphabet-
ically by individual and (2) according fo interest. This issue and questionnaire
is being mailed fo nearly 100 individuals who have let us know +heir interest in
interstitial biota. The Editors would be glad to send additional copies of this
issue and questionnaire upon request. Please address requests to Robert P. Higgins,
Department of Biology, Wake Forest College, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27106.

The "Organizational Meeting of Persons Interested in Interstitial Biology"
on Wednesday, 28 December 1966, held in conjunction with the AAAS meetings in Wash-
ington, was entirely successful if one is to judge from the attendence and partici-
pation in discussion. The Calvert Room at the Sheraton-Park Hotel was filled;
+he 38 psammonologists and other interested investigators remining for more than
an hour to exchange information informally, to suggest future agenda, and to indi-
cate possible contents of forthcoming issues of Psammonalia. The meeting was
chaired by Drs. Zinn and Higgins.

Although there was some feeling with regard to formal organization info a
Psammonologists Society, concensus seemed fo weigh on t+he side of a loosely knit
group -- at least for the present -- centralizing around this Bulletin. Apprecia-
tion was evident for the opportunity to meet fellow psammonologists and fo talk
over both common and uncommon problems. Among suggestions for future inclusion in
Psammonal ia were the following:

1. Methods for narcotization, fixation and preservation of interstitial
taxa.

2. Organization of the Register on a basis of subject matter as well as
by name.

3. Appeal for the revelation of psammonologists with hyporheic interest.

4. The establishment of a clearing house for technical procedures through
the Bulletin.

5. Information concerning requests for exchange or identification services.

6. Discussion concerning the registrants wish to hold regional meetings
and if so, what regicn or regions appear to be most desirable for This
purpose.

7. Discussion. concerning the registrants' wish to meet annual ly er semi-
annual ly and whether or not these mes™inge zhould be in cenjunction with
the AAAS and/or AIBS.
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8. In connection with item 7 above, should psammonologist gatherings in the
future include: (1) presentation of papers, (2) a discussion session,’
(3} a breakfast, lurcheon or dinner meeting.

The meetings in August and December of 1966 were held under the aegis of the
Division of Invertebrate Zoology of the American Society of Zoologists and with the
encouragement of the Society of Systematic Zoology. Future meetings, unless u
seems desirable to change, may follow the same sponsorship.

In addition to the encouragement of these societies, the Smithsonian Institu-
t+ion has expressed interest in promoting and facilitating research in interstitial
biology. Dr. Higgins has recently been appointed to the staff of the Department
of Invertebrate Zcology of the Museum of Natural History as Consulting Zoologist.
This is an appeintment wherein Dr. Higgins will remain at Wake Forest College but
continue his research and assume responsibility for promoting and coordinating the
development of meiofauna research and the accumulation of material for the nationai
col lections through Smithsonian sponsorship. Drs. Duane Hope and Neil Hulings
of the Smithsonian staff wiil be working with Dr. Higgins on this program.

As this phase of the Smithsonian's program develops, your suggestions as to
how your research might be teiter served would be most welcome. Efforts are now
being made to obtain type-meterial and other reference collections from foreign
scientists so that our efforts in North America may be facilitated. Af the same
+ime, the Smithsonian hopes that we who are working on interstitial biota will
deposit types and representative material in The national collections so that these
can be utilized in a mutually advantageous manner.

All of the papers given in the Symposium on the Biology of Inferstitial Fauna

at the AIBS Meetings last fall are stili not yet in hand. It is strongly urged
t+hat the manuscripts be forwarded fo Conald J. Zinn at the earliest possible moment
in order that arrangements for publication may be arranged.

The Editors of Psammonalia again call your attention to the fact that the
value of this Bulletin as a course of communication among those with common inter-
ests in the Inferstitial biota dependsentirely on information received from its
readers as research items, notices of conferences, personal notes, recent liter-
ature citations, etc. We are indebted to Dr. Louise Bush, Drew University, for
assistance with this issue.
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MEET INGS HELD:

The First European Symposium on Marine Biology was held at the Biologische
Anstalt Helgoland from 26 September through 1 October 1966. Two sections chairec
by Peter Ax of the University of Gottingen and by B. Swedmark of Fiskebackskil
considered psammonological problems with papers by J.S. Gray, W. Wieser, F. Bernard
and C. Monniot



