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EDITORIAL

Our Association has to elect two new officers for the Council, before the
end of the year. The members have the right to nominate the candidate of their
choice in view of the election.

Please send in names of persons of your choice, and give due consideration
to equitable representation of geographical distribution of membership of the Asso-
ciation.

To facilitate your nominating candidates, a form is enclosed on page 8 of
this issue. Also enclosed. in this issue of Psammonalia you will find a list of mem-
bers along with their address as of July 1st 1976. If your listing is incorrect,
please let me know so I may correct our records.

Jeanne Renaud-Mornant



CHANGE OF ADDRESS
CHANGEMENT D’ADRESSE

CLASING E.

2300 - Kiel
Zoologisches Institut
Hegewischstr. 3
West-Germany

GRAY 1J.S.

Institutt for Marin Biologi
Universitetet i Oslo
Postboks 1064

Blindern, Oslo 3

Norway

ITO T.

Stazione Zoologica
Villa comunale
80121 - Napoli
Italie

MESICK R.E.

Department of Biological Science
University of California, Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara

California 93106

U.S.A.

SVENSSON R.
University of Goteborg
Department of Zoology
Fack

S - 400 33 Goteborg
Sweden

VOLKMANN B.
Duke University
Marine Laboratory
Beaufort

N.C. 28516
US.A.

WATLING L.

Ira C. Darling Center
University of Maine
Walpole

Maine 04573

U.S.A.

WELLS J.B.J.

Department of Zoology

Victoria University of Wellington
Private Bag

Wellington

New Zealand

WOLFF W.J.

Netheriands Institute for Sea Research
P.O. Box 59

Texel

The Netherlands



ALADRO-LUBEL A.
Etna No 15-H

Col. Alpes

Mexico 20 D.F.
Mexico

BOU C.

La Fourestole

81000 - Cambon d’Albi
France

BROWN R.

193 Deepwater Road
Castle Cove

New South Wales 2069
Australia

NEW MEMBERS

NOUVEAUX MEMBRES

DANIELOPOL D.

Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften
Limnologisches Institut

A—1090 Wien

Berggasse 18/19

Austria

HANSEN M.

Universitdit Hamburg

Institut fiir Hydrobiologie und
Fischereiwissenschaft

2 Hamburg 50

Olbersweg 24

West Germany

MARTINEZ-MURILLO E.
Las Huertas n® 107-303
Col. del Valle

Mexico 12, D.F.

Mexico



NEWS FROM THE MEMBERS
NGUVELLES DES MEMBRES

R. Brown, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia.

As an honours student at Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia, I am
preparing my thesis on Annelid distribution and systematics, with special refe-
rence to Archiannelids. I am collecting in the intertidal and subtidal regions
of coastal and estuarine beaches in central New South Wales.

Drs C. and F. Monniot, Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Laboratoire de
Biologie des Invertébrés marins et Malacologie, 55, rue de Buffon, 75231 Paris,
France.

A few years ago we shifted our interest from interstitial to abyssal Ascidians.
This fauna includes some of the group standard-sized specimens (approximatively
1 cm) as well as numerous very small-sized forms ranging from 1 to 3 mm diame-
ter, some of them not reaching 500 um when adults. These forms are considered
as regressed species but are to be found among the most highly evolved families.
Therefore they are of great interest in the understanding of the evolution of the
group.

Some essential adaptations of these Tunicates to the deep-sea have been
established in studying their diet. Contrary to the littoral species which are micro-
phageous filter-feeders, the abyssal mud-dweller Ascidians have a more diversified
diet and some are to be considered as carnivores. Evidence is given by the
recently erected new Class, which includes the carnivorous Tunicates (Sorberacea).

Numerous species classified into various taxonomic levels have so far being
collected during French and American oceanographic expeditions, and are reported
now from every Atlantic deep sea basin.

Extensive sorting of the dredged and trawled samples collected by the N/O
«Jean-Charcot» has been completed by the «Centre National de Tri d’Océanogra-
phie Biologique» (CENTOB) with great care and efficiency. The obtention of
smaller specimens (down to 500 ) has been of great help to us, in the achieve-
ment of our systematic survey as well as in our ecological approach towards the

understanding of this deep-sea group.



Claude Poizat, Laboratoire de Biologie marine, Faculté des Sciences et Techniques
de Saint-Jérome, 13013 Marseille, France.

I have been working since 1970 on ecology and biology of Opisthobranch
Gastropods living near or inside infralittoral and circalittoral sand areas, with
emphasis on the meiobenthic species, especially Acochlidiacea and Philinoglossacea.
My investigations have been carried out in several parts of the Western European
coasts, Mediterranean sea, English Channel, Irish sea and North sea. Several extrac-
tion techniques have been used to separate the animals from their own sediment :
Deterioration Technique, Elutriation Technique and Uhlig sea-water ice Technique.
But the best one was found to be the Uhlig sea-water ice Technique which,
after a few modifications (POIZAT, 1975, Cahiers de Biologie marine, 16 : 475-
481) made it possible to operate with eight or ten liters of sand and to extract
enough Opisthobranch Gastropods (up to 150 specimens) to allow statistical studies.
The results were also highly satisfactory with most other principal meiobenthic
groups : Copepoda (up to 10000 specimens), Polychaeta (up to 3 500), Nematoda
(2 000), Ostracoda (500), etc. In spite of their largeness it has been possible to
drive the necessary devices to different laboratories : Kristineberg Zoological Station
(Western coast of Sweden), Roscoff Marine Biology Station (North Finistére, France),
Wellcome Marine Laboratory (Robin Hood’s Bay, Yorkshire, United Kingdom) and
the Queen’s University Marine Biology Station (Portaferry, Co. Down, Northern
Ireland). However, the Golf of Marseilles has been my principal place of investigation :
I have been .studying here for five years, every months, weather permitting, several
sandy stations differently exposed to the main winds of the provencal region,
Mistral and East Wind. Semi quantitative studies have been carried out on the
Opisthobranch Gastropods and on the other meiobenthic groups and also biometrical
measures on the various species of Opisthobranch Gastropods. Chemical and physical
analysis of the sea-water (temperature, salinity and oxygen concentration) and of
the sediments (calcium carbonate content, grain size, mud content, organic detritus
content) inside the different sand areas, and meteorological data explain all together
the seasonal variations and the distribution of the Opisthobranch Gastropods and of

the whole meiofauna.



G.C. Rao, Calcutta.

Very little is known about interstitial life and the ecological conditions
prevailing in the intertidal sands on Indian west coast. Keeping this in view,
I recently collected interstitial meiofauna at several localities along the north-
west coast bordering Arabian Sea. Some ecological data were also collected
on biotic and abiotic factors of the environment. Although, the coast offers
a varied habitat, extensive sandy beaches are limited only to certain areas.
Some of the areas investigated, however, indicated the piesence of well deve-
loped interstitial fauna. The fauna proved rich both in quality and quantity.
All the major invertebrate groups typical of the habitat are well represented
in the collections. Quantitatively, the numbers varied greatly from beach to
beach. The intertidal and vertical distribution of fauna in relation to diverse
parameters of the environment, showed nearly the same pattern as reported
earlier in other regions. Highest densities were obtained from detritus sands
with sufficient coarse particle size at about 5 - 20 c¢cm below surface towards
the half-tide level, with optimum water saturation. A few groups of soft fauna
were examined in living condition, while others were preserved for subsequent
study. Preliminary observations indicated the presence of many a new species,
in addition to the known ones. The faunal element, in general, is similar to
that reported in other regions except for certain lower systematic categories.
Hagpacticoid Copepoda constituted bulk of the fauna collected and I shall be
glad to collaborate on the group as a junior author, if any specialist could
find it convenient to work out the material at an early date.

From the Editor : Psammonalia Nr 32 has been returned to us from Dr.
Murray’s address in Eilat (Israel). Any information about Dr. Murray’s new
address is welgome, we need it for further mailing of Psammonalia to him.

We also need the address of Dr. Husmann and the new address of Dr. Juario.
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