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EDITORIAL

As can be seen on previous page and according to our constitution, changes
have occured in our Council. As decided by a recent ballot Dr. C. Heip and
Dr. P.J.S. Boaden have been duly elected as Committee members for the years
1977 at 1978. I am glad to welcome them to the Council, and I express my
thanks to the former councillors Dr. Lasserre and Dr. Warwick for their help
and good will during their tenure.

Dr. Danielopol has -accepted to serve on the board of correspondents for
1977, in replacement of Dr. Ott who resigned through lack of time. I would
like to thank Dr. Ott for his sincerity.

In this issue’s appendix you will find a review of the proceedings of two
important symposia, on topics concerning meiobenthology, as well as complete
lists of their contents.. Symposium activities are an important and appreciated .
need among scientists involved in meiobenthology research, and «Psammonalia»
hopes to continue its contribution to their success and diffusion.

Jeanne Renaud-Mornant



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS

Fourty ballots were cast in the recent election for the two vacant
Executive Committee positions. C. HEIP and P.J.S. BOADEN were elec-
ted and their terms of office run from January 1977 to December 1978.

As required by the Association’s Constitution the election results
are listed below :

P.J.S. BOADEN 18
P. BODIN 6
D. DANIELOPOL 8
J. GRAY 16
E. HARTWIG 7
C. HEIP 20

W. WIESER S



FINANCIAL REPORT

RAPPORT FINANCIER

Credits
Balance on hand (15.11:76) FF 3 851,10
Dues and contributions received (15.01.77) 849,18
Total - 4 700,28
Debits
Cost of Psammonalia No 34 377,30
Mailing cost 147,00
Total : 524,30
Balance on hand (prior to Psammonalia No 35) 4 175,98
15.01.77
ok o ok ok skook sk sk ok

The annual dues of 3 dollars should be paid preferably by cheque to :

Association des Méiobenthologistes
Banque Populaire des Pyrénées Orimntales
Quai Pierre Forgas, 66660 Port-Vendres, France
No 04 19 243 275
or by foreign money order sent to
Jacques Soyer, Trésorier
Laboratoire Arago, 66650 Banyuls-sur-Mer, France

Fees for 1977 from german members can be sent to the account of Hjalmar Thiel,
Hamburger Sparkasse, Ktnr. 1217/470 333 : BLZ 200 505 50 before Aprl 1, 1977.
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BERTIL SWEDMARK MEMORIAL FUND

Marine biology has, with the death of Bertil Swedmark, lost an inspiring
and endearing personality. Throughout his life Bertil gave special encouragement
to the beginners, and as a tribute to this excellent scientist’ we propose to set-up
a memorial fund. We would like to devote the funds, if appropriate, to the
establishment of a traveiling fellowship to encourage yoiing scientists to visit
new aszeas, to make contact with new colleagues or to attend meetings where
funds are not available. We feel that this fellowship would be in the spirit that
Beztil Swedmark would have wished.

The fellowship will be awarded annually, preferably to a young biologist
speciakizing in the field of adaptation (mocrphology, ecophysiology), reproduction
or speciation of meiofauna. Candidates will be selected by an international
committee of established scientists, on the basis od scientific qualification and

motivation.

We are thinking of an annual fellowship of 5600-6800 for 10 years. A
minimum stariing capital of £7,000 will be necsssary, to be administered by the
International Association of Meiobenthologists. We have received, so far, a
number of personal gifts, as well as encouragement from well-known colleagues
and we have no doubt that substantial aid from scientific associations would
greatly facilitate the establishment of the Fund.

The provisional committee fo the establishment of the Bertil Swedmark
Memorial Fund is composed of the following :
Dr. P.J.S. Boaden, Queen’s University, Belfast, Ireland
Dr. J.S. Gray, University of Leeds, Robin Hood’s Bay, U.K.
Dr. C. Jouin, University of Paris, Paris, France
Dr. P, Lasserre, University of Bordeaux, Arcachon, France (Treasurer)
Dr. W.E. Sterrer, Bermuda Biological Station, Bermuda.

Donations should be made payable to the «Bertil Swedmark Memorial Fund»
and sent to the Treasurer at either of the foilowing addresses :
Dr. Pierre Lasserre,
Bertil Swedmark Memorial Fund,
Institut Universitaire de Biclogie Marine,
2. rue Jolvet, 33120 Arcachon, France

or Bertil Swedmark Memorial Fund
Association of Meiobenthologists, Account 004 19 243 859
Banque Popuiaire des Pyrénées Orientales,
Quai Pierre Forgas, 66660 Pori-Vendres, France.



NEWS FROM THE MEMBERS
NOUVELLES DES MEMBRES

S.A. Gerlach (Helsingpr) reports , announcing his change of adress to Bremerhaven :

On february 1, 1977, I wil. take up again my work as director of Institut
flir Meeresforschung, Bremerhaven, after a period of two years at the Marine
Biological Laboratery in Helsingbr. Though employed as a professor of Marine
Biology of Copenhagen University I was free from administrative duties and could
devete my time amply to research and manuscripts. I finished a small textbook
on marine politution problems (S.A. Geriach, 1976 : Meeresverschmutzung. Berlin-
Heidelberg-New York : Springer Verlag, 8 - 145 pp, 57 fig., 39 tables, paperback
DM 24 - =ca US § 9.90). I worked out together with two students of Copen-
hagen University that the hermit crab Pagurus bernkardus is not only a
predator and sifts the sediment for ogrg?mic matter, but it is also a potential
filter-feeder (Oecologia (Berl.) 24 : 257-264, 1976). 1 described together with
P. Jensen soms new nematodes from Bermuda, and completed a study «Attraction
by decaying organisms as a possible cause for patchy distribution of nematodes
in a Bermuda beach »(Ophelia, in press). There is a paper on «Means of Meiofauna
dispersaly in press (Mikrofauna Meeresboden), and at present I am collecting material
for one more general lecture or paper on size categories of benthos, and on the
relationships of meiobenthos to other size categories of the Benthos. For the future,
Franz Riemann and [ have plans to preduce an identification manual for the
genera of aquatic nematodes.
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ANNOUCEMENTS

NOUVELLES DIVERSES

Keys to Aid in the Identification of Marine Harpacticoid Copepods

Following discussions at the 2nd International Meiofauna Conference
at York in 1973 on the need for identification manuals on meiofaunal
taxa 1 have prepated a set of keys to harpacticoids. The keys include
an mtroductory section on harpacticoid external anatomy. I hope that
they will enable the user to :dentify harpacticoids at least to the genus,
and in many cases to species. They include all species desciibed to date
and make efegence to all the relevant literature not included in Lang’s
Monograph and Bodin’s Catalogue of New Species. The keys are of the
tabular type and the whole wotk ¢ produced in loose leaf format so
that amendments may be made as new information appears in the lite-
rature. 1 hope that they will serve a useful function and ] would be
very glad to receive comments and criticism from users.

The keys printed by the Aberdeen University Press with financial
support frem the UK. Natural Environment Research Council are available
free of charge on application to the Sectetary, Department of Zoology,
University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, Aberdeen AB9 2TN, UK.

Professor J.B.J. WELLS
Department of Zoology

Victoria University Of Wellington
Private Bag

Wellington

New Zealand
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FOURTH INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM ON GAMMARUS AND NIPHARGUS
AND SECOND INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON GROUNDWATER ECOLOGY

BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA, U.S.A. - SEPTEMBER 1978

October 1976

1st Circular letter

Dear Colieagues

At the 3rd Inteinational Collogquium on Gammarus and Niphargus and the Ist
Inteznationa! Symposium on Groundwater Ecology in Schlitz, West Germany, it was
agreed that the next combined meeting of these two groups should be held in the
United States. preferably in the Appalachian region, during late summer or early
fail of 197R. Professors Buikema (Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University)
and Holsinger (Old Dominion University) accepted the responsibility of organizing
the meeting 2nd suggested that it be held in Blacksburg, Virginia, and hosted by .
their respective institutions. We would like now to extend a cordial invitation to the
4th International Colloguium on Gamumerus and Nipkargus and the 2nd International
Symgosium on Groundwater Ecology to be held in the Donaldson Brown Center for
Continuing BEducation on the campus of Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State
University, Blacksburg, Virginia, during the week of September 10-16 1978.

In accordance with the wishes of many of you who attended the Schlitz
conference, we are attempting to get funds from the National Science Foundation
to assist with the travel expenses of our colleagues from Eastern Europe. The final
decision on this, however, will not be made until about six months prior to the
meeting.

The Blacksburg conference will cover five full days, with the following
tentative schedule : Monday and Tuesday — papers on Gammarus, Niphargus,
and other freshwater amphipod genera ; Wednesday — all day field excursion
to selected springs and karst areas ; Thursday and Friday — papers on ground-
water ecology. A second field excursion may be planned for Saturday if there
is sufficient interest. '

The 1st circular letter is being sent to 210 of our colleagues, including all
who either attended or expressed an interest in attending the meeting in Schlitz
If you know of someone who does not receive this letter but who is interested
in receiving additional circular letters, please ask them to contact one of us.

A form is attached for you to fill out and return if you are interested in
receiving further circular letters

With best regards,

Arthur L. Buikema John R. Holsinger

Associate Professor of Biology Associate Professor of Biological
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and Sciences

State University Old Dominion University

Blacksburg, Virginia 24061, U.S.A. Norkfolk, Virginia 23508, U.S.A.
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The following form should be returned to Dr. John Holsinger, Department of
Biological Sciences, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia 23508, U.S.A,,
no fater than the end of February 1977

Name .

Address

Please put the foilowing subjects (underline) on the program for the amphipod
sessions. Also, please list any amphipod genera other than Gammarus and
Niphargus that you would like to see included.

Systematics
Ecology
Physiology
Ethology
Genetics

For the groundwater sessions we suggest a free choice of titles, except that papers
shouid not deal exclusively with physical-chemical aspects of groundwater. Please
list any suggestions.

Several informal evening sessions concerned with specific problems of amphipod

taxonomy and groundwater ecology were held at the Schlitz meeting. We would
like to continue this practice at the Blacksburg meeting and would welcome any
suggestions you might have.

Signature
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THE SYSTEMATICS OF MARINE FREE-LIVING NEMATODES
University of Ghent, Belgium

AUGUST 16th - AUGUST 19th 1977

First annoucement

Dear Colleague,

In many discussions held at different occasions during the last few years
it became apparent that there is much nsed for an assessment of the present
status of marine nematology and to discuss its further progress. Problems
associated with nematode taxonomy are becoming of more general importance
as the number of benthic studies is increasing rapidly throughout the world.
It is our aim to organize a workshop, where we hope to gather most marine
nematologists, immediately before the third meiofauna conference in Hamburg.
The period was chosen to avoid overlap with the Baltic Marine Biologist Symposium
in Kiel (August 29 - September 3).

In this work the following aspects are considered :
1) papers concerned with taxonomical problems in marine nematology

2) a review of work that is going on in the field

3) a catalogue of problems that should be iooked at in future and if possible
the creation of working groups ad hoc, xesponsabl;:_for the systematic

" study of a particular taxon

4) a «manual of instructions» to guide future work in the field.

We intend to spend a maximum of two days on presentation of papers
and a minimum of two days on round-tables discussions.



You are invited to give a paper of about twenty minutes on the latest
developments in your work. Papers in English, French and German are
accepted . There will be no formal translation service. Titles and abstracts
should arrive no later than April Ist 1977 If any selection is necessary
you wili be informed before May lst 1977

Publication. of formal proceedings might be difficult but we will give as
wide a civculation as possible to at least the abstracts and 1o the results
of the round-table discussions. If anyone has suggestions on this aspect

of the organisation, please et us know.

Accommodation will be in student hostels. The price will be about
10 U.S. 8 per day, all meals inciuded, for a single room. We will try
to find some double rooms if required. The Symposium fee has been set
at 20 US. §, but might be reduced if more funding becomes available ;
the fee is payable upon arrival in Ghent.

As the number of places will be limited to about forty we would be
very glad if you could return the accompanying form before March Ist,
1977.

For the organisation committee,

L. DE CONINCK
C. HEIP

Laboratoria voor Morfologie en
Systematiek

Museum voor Dierkunde
B.9000 GENT

To return before March Ist, 1977 to :

Nematode Workshop
Dr. C. HEIP
Ledeganckstraat 35, B. 9000 Gent, Belgium

I will participate at the worshop. I will aITIVE ON ...occocmicimimmivosinisnmensruserossosecsososossns
and be accompanied DY ..o ieciiiincns. PEISON(S).

I require a double room YES NO

I am presenting a paper YES NO

(provisional title if possible) :

Signature
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