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EDITORIAL

New Year, new chairmen, new PSAMMONALIA!
Let me take thi; occasion of 'multiple
news' to introduce myself to those of
you who do not know me. The number of
members in the International Association
of Meiobenthologists (I.A.M.) has grown
fast during the last years and younger
colleagues, not having attended the last
Meiofauna Conferences, will not have met
the 'old crew' of meiobenthologists.

My entry into meiofauns studies was
in 1968 with my work on marine Oligochaeta
from the North Sea shores. Except for the
legendary 1st International Meiofauna Con-

ference in Tunis, I could attend all the
following conferences, also those in-

between the triannual eycle in Arcachon,
1974, and on Bermuda, 1975. I feel, these
meetings are still the occasion to meet
the whole community of meiobenthologists
and to discuss pertinent scientific prob-
lems, In 1977, our “Hamburg group' had
the pleasure to host the 3rd Conference
("TIMCO") which was held in our institute.

My scientific work focussed on the
ecology and morphology of meiobenthic
oligochaetes. The discovery of gutless
species from Bermuda led to a nmew chapter
of my work: Histologicel and ultrastruc-
tural results, but also physiological and
biochemical data from collaborating spe-
cialists revealed the association of these
worms with subcuticular sulphur bacteriz
which oxidize the rich hydrogen sulphide
content in the worms' environment. Inclu-
ded in our teamwork on these 'sulphide
annelids' are now even microbiologicel and
histochemical studies.

As a professor at the Zoological Insti-
tute and Museum of the University of Ham-
burg, I see with growing concern .that the
enormous teaching load (obligatory for
tenured staff et German universities) plus
supervision of own students (plus editing
PSAMMONALIA) will consume so much of my
time that the above research project will
more and more turn inte a wish dream.

About PSAMIONALIA

Our newsletter has been founded to serve as an
informal platform for personal contact and sci-
entific news in the field of meiobenthology.
However, as I see it, PSAMMONALIA became during
the last yesrs a mere reference list of new
literature (which is certainly important!) inter-
rupted by some announcements of scientific meet-
ings. This is by no means to blame the editors,
they are not to 'produce' news and create an
atmosphere of mutual exchange, of gquestions and
answers. You cannot lead a conversation ameng
family members if you are the only one talking.
This 'one-way-route' is truely mirrored by the
enormous participation of perhaps 10 % of the
members in votings, in sending back ballots to
PSAMMONALIA, in meking decisions important for

the future of our association.
Friends, PSAMMONALIA can only remain an active
courier sending information to and fro, if you
actively participate! It should quite simply

not be enough to take advantage of the guarterly
literature list and else pay the dues!

So, 1 encourage every member to inform us
about her/his new research project, about com-
ing expeditions, sabbatical stays, major chan-
ges in scientific goals, in short: about every-
thing that might be of interest for the others,
We would mlso appreciate to publish requests
for '‘cryptic' literature, questions and suggest-
ions to solve technical and methodological prob=-
lems and we will adress members directly to tell
us via PSAMMONALIA what they at present are work-
ing on and what results they try to achieve.

In addition, we will revive the good tradi-
tion that every new member whose adress we pub-
lish has to tell the others in brief about her/
his field and place of research, with whom they
collaborate or by whome they are supervised.

There is another point which seems important
te me: I.A,M. 1= considered by many of us as a
group of bioclogists working in the marine envir-
onment only. This is not correct! Freshwater
meiobenthology has got old roots reaching back
te the days of Moszynski and others. But our
colleagues from the limnetic field have been too
much dominated by marine research. So, I under-



(About PSAMMONALIA contd,)

line the letter that R.W. PENNAK wrote
to PSAMMONALIA (No. 59, Febr. 83) and
welcome particularly every freshwater
meiobenthologist to strengthen his
field in the I.A.M. by contributing
news and recent literature to PSAMMO-
NALIA,

Finajly, we have had a good tradition
in compiling bibliographies of special
fields in meiofauna research or parti-
cular taxonomic groups (e,g. ciliates,
tardigrades, 'oil and meiofauna' etc.),
I woild 1like to encourage all of you
to continue with this tradition, to
compile new fields or update old topics
for publication in PSAMMONALIA,

Beside new literature, new adresses and
news from the members, we will keep you. in-
formed about the present situation and pro-
gress in our great goal of re-writing the
'Meiofauna-Manual' (a decision made at VIMCO
in Gent), about coming congresses, contacts
to other research groups etc,

Well then: You get the literature list from
us - we get information about matters arising
from you. Isn't that a deal?

Olav Giere

Editor

NEW MEMBERS

Esmeralda CHUMAN DE FLORES
Instituto del Mar del Peru

Esq. Garmarra y Gral. Valle s/n
Apartado 22

Chucuito=Callao, Peru

Participant in a Cooperative Program
on fisheries investigation between
Peru and the Federal Republic of
Germany. Interested in marine meio-
and macrobenthos, marine food chains
related to commercial fisheries.

Almut Elisabeth HAHN
Zoological Institute and Museum
University of Hamburg
Martin=-Luther-King=-Fl. 3
D=-2000 Hamburg 13, F.R.G.

I got my diploma in biological oceano-
graphy from the Institut fir Meeres-
kunde Kiel, Since June '83 I am working
under the supervision of Dr. 0Olav Giere
on the impaect of oil and dispersants on
harpacticoids from the tidal flats of

the German North Sea shore., Field experi-

ments will be supllemented by laboratory
studies in a closed system with tide
simulation. Suggestions concerning
techniques and literature for oiling
experiments with meiofauna 4in the lab
are highly welcomed,

»

¥x
""“

“Worms take over!”

Gebhard KRAFT
Fasanenweg 49
D=2000 Norderstedt, F.R.G,

I have passed the exam as a secondary school
teacher with a study on the impact of oil on
freshwater meiofaunz in the Elbe Estuary (field
studies after an oil spill, supervised by Dr.
Olav Giere). My special group are Tardigrada
(ecology, systematics). Of particular inter-
est to me is the copputer analysis of biole-
gical data, I will continue with a doctoral
thesis on tardigrades of Northern Germany.



FINAL_TREASURER's_REPORT, 1983_(in_Belgisn_Francs)

PSAMMONALIA No 59 No 60 Ne &1 No 62 No B3
_____________ L 11/83 v/ 83 ____VIii/e3 ____ X1/83 _____11/84_
Balance forward 134,682 151,009 157,591 174,987 174,569
Deposits 21,194 10,5583 21,155 6,056 3,650

3,360
Total ' 155,876 161,562 178,746 181,043 181:5?9
Expenses Q.Bﬁf 3,971 3,759 3.7%2
_____ _ _ _ _ 2,764
Balance ~ ~ ~ E.Fr.151,008" 157,551 174,987 175,568
us g 2,649.3 2,764L.8 3,069.9 3,062.6

We hzve ended the year 1983 with 39,887 BFr more than we had to start the
year with, i.e, we made a profit of 332.4 US Z.
Finally, I would like to thank every member of the associlation for their

cooperation which made this Jjob really guite manageable and agreeable.

Respectfully submitted,

Magda VINCX
Fast-Treasurer of the I.A.M.

COMMENTS ON I.A.M.'s FINANCIAL SITUATION

or
HOW TO PAY YOUR DUES

At the end of Magda Vincx's time and is "Dr. Anno Faubel, Internztional Associa-
at the beginning of Anno Faubel's tion of Meiobentholegists" No 1238/124844 at
duty as treasurer, the balmce is not Hamburger Sparkasse. Payment for one year
too bad (the Belgians seem to be beyond the current membership (i.e. 24,00 DM)
financially very effective)., However, is acceptable. Payment should be made to

if we convert our little 'treasure' Dr. A, Faubel, Internztional Association of
into US ¥, we are by far not so well Feiobenthologists

off. and sent to the Treasurer:

50, inclusion of those colleagues into Dr. A. Faubel

our current list of members (follow- Zoological Institue

ing below) who have not yet paid fer University of Hamburg

1984 is with the intention to make it Martin-Luther-King-P1, 3

evident to everyone which fortune D- 2000 Hamburg 13, F.R.G.

I1.A.M. could earn if only each member
paid her/his dues in time. Convinced
that it is rather forgetfullness than
wrong parsimony, we urge you; the lazy
'83=members', to pay the modest dues - Talking about the value of PSAIMMONALIA:

or you will desperately miss the next
PSAMMONALIA. You got that??

As announced above, our new treasurer °
is Dr. Anno FAUBEL from our Hamburg
group, The apnual dues will be 12,00 DM
(twelve Deutsch Mark) payable in DM

by International Money Order or draft
on a West-German bank, I.A.M.'s account

There was a freak from Australia

who lost his paraphernalia:

when his house caught fire

and his only desire

was to rescue his dear 'PSAMMONALIA'!




CHANGED ADRESSES

FALMER, Margaret

Dept. of Biology

Wabash College
CRAWFORDSVILLE, Ind. 47933
U,5.4.

Margaret accepted a new position
and is now Byron K. Trippet Assis-
tant Professor of Biology. Con=-
gratulations!

GALLAGHER, Eugene D.

Environmental Science Frogram
University of Massachusetts - Boston
BOSTOK, Ma. 02125

U.S5.A.

Last chance

Last chance (end of February!) for late-
comers to register for the 19th EMBS to
be held between 16 and 21 Sept. 1984
in Plymouth (England).
The programme will be organised around
four topics:
=Froduction at boundary systems
=Dynamics of deep sea life
=Concepts of community organisetion in
the benthos '
-Adaptive aspects of biochemical and
physiological variability

Symposium feewill be charged.
A deposit . is requested
when returning tﬁé—ﬁégistratinn form
Froceedings will be published by
Cambridge University Fress

For further information and the
Registration Form write to:

EMBS 19
Institute for Marinme Epvirommental Res.
Frospect Flace
FLYMOUTH FL1 3DH
Devon, England

BORENFS LAWS:
1. When in doubt, mumble.
2. When in trouble, delegate.
3. When in charge, ponder.

|
It is with sadness that we have to report the

L}n Oban and by all of us who knew him.

. |

sudden death of our member

Dr. Bernard L.5. HARDY
from the Dunstaffnage Marine Research Labora-
tory in Oban (Scotland). Dr. Hardy did excel-
lent work on harpacticéidﬁ. His last manu-
script was on Asellopsis intermedia which
his colleagues wish to publish post mortem.
He will be greatly missed by his colleagues

INVITATION FOR COLLABORATION PSAMMONALIA—LITORALIA

The editor received a letter from Dr. Charles

W. FINKEL, Center of Coastal Research, Fort Lauder-
dale, editor of a new Journal LITORALIA:

W . ITORALIA is a new international Jjournal for

the coastal sciences. We will publish our first
issue in April 1984 and quarterly thereafter.

Not being associated with any one professional
society in particular, we have made arrangements
with several groups to collaborate in a spirit

of cooperstion. We will publish, on & regular
basiz and free of charge, news items, announce-
ments, and edited portions of annual reports of
general interest.

I would like to invite the International Associs-
tion of Meiobenthologists to Jjoin our group. The
association would be a loose one with no binding
commitments on either party. Our idea is to get
as much information to coastal scientists &s pos-
sible. We are well represented by the physical
sciences now but I am anxious to include some
associations in the biological sciences,"

I responded to Dr. Finkl's letter
expressing our interest in tnis cooperation which
could be of much advantage to the members of 1,A.N,
We nave to find out in future correspondence along
which lines our cooperation shall develop. A4 first
goal should be the exchange of pertinent litera-
ture references.

WEINBERG's COROLLARY:
An expert is & person who avoids the small
errors while sweeping on to the grand fellacy.

WEILER'S LAW:
Nothing is impossible ,for the man
who doesn't have to do it himself.
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May I draw your attention to the voting
on two important issues which, according
to the constitution of I.A.N., reguire
your decision and have been published
end commented in PSAMMONALIA 62 (Nov B3),
pPp. 2 and 3:
- Extension of chairman's term of office
from two to three years
= Inclusion of the "Bertil Swedmark Fund"
into 'additional moneys' contributed
to I.A.M.

In these important issues we do not want
to base on just 15 ballots. So: We need
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There was a meiobenthologist

who was not included in this list.

He bitterly cried,

Any debt he denied,

But the file said that he was a
'non=-fee-ist'.




