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Open Letter cont'd:

In North America the taxonomie study of
marine nematodes is virtually non-existent.
In fact only two persons, Dre. W.D. Hope
and J.H. Tietj]en, are employed as marine
nematologiste, the former, an exceptional
ultramorphologist and the latter, well-known
for his contributions to the culture of mar-
ine nematodes and their feeding hablts and
ecology.

However, in order to accept the claim that
North America 1s in need of more assistance
in the identification of marine nematodes,
perhape it would be well to compile a docu—
mentation of the situation. To this enmd, I
would 1like to request that readers of this
messagae contact me and expresa their view-
points on this matter. Is the study of meio-
faunal ecology in need of additional input
from marine nematode taxonomists? How many
persons (or programa) would benefit from an
enhanced capacity to deal more reliably with
marine nematodes? What really is needed, and
where are the resources to fill this need?

I would like to initiate a dialogue with
persons interested in this matter and would
use the information obtained in an attempt
to seek support for increased marine nema-—
tode taxonomic services in North America.

Interested individuals are requested to
direct any comments to me at:

78 Melville Drive
Nepean, Ontario
Canada K2J 2El

Bruce E. HOPPER

Information from A. EIEFPHERIOU, Aberdean:
ICES Benthos Working Group
In 1982 a Working Group was set up
under the auspices of the Inmternational Coun-
cil for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) in
order to deal with the following points:
1) To examine and discuss existing field
and laboratory techniques and recommend
atandard methods for the colleection of
gamples and analyeis and processing of
data.
2) To review the state-of-the-art in ben-
thic studies (both macro- and meiofauna)
in the North Sea and adjacent areas.
3) To undertake a synthesis of data with
the aim of providing synoptic maps of
aqualitative and quantitative aspects of
the benthic communities in the North Sea.
Since then in the intervening years an import-
ant part of the activities of the Working Group
has been concerned with the methodelogical/
technical aspects of benthic research both in
the field and in the laboratory. Intercalibra-




Information ELEFTHERIQU cont'd:

tions and intercomparisons of different sampl-
ing gear 1is in progress and field and labora-
tory processing of samples for a more effect-
ive intercomparison of data is being examined.

A careful review of the state-of=-
the-art revealed important gaps in our know-
ledge of the benthos of the North Sea. To re-
mady this it has been recommended that a Joint
international survey covering the whole of the
North Sea area should be initiated by the ICES
member countries. Towards this, standardised
field and laboratory methoda have been worked
out and the logistie support required for such
a venture has been evaluated. A centralised
data base for handling and processing the data
generated from this survey has also been plan-
ned and it has been agreed among the members
that the data will eventually become accessible
to other institutlons on recuest.

It is hoped that this survey will
not only provide invalusble data but =lso pro-
mote national and international cooperation on
ecologileal studies.

For further details please contact

Dr. A. ELEFTHERIOU
Marine Laboratory

PO Box 101

Victoria Road
ABERDEEN ABS BBD, UK

The Competition for the Best Meiofauna
Christmas Card

has been elearly won by SUSANNA GRIMALDI DE ZIO
and her colleagues. Who thought that a 150/um -
tardigrade (Neostygarctua scanthophorus) can
metamorphose Into such a pretty spiny Chriatmas
trea? The drawing, only slightly changed by us,
iz so beautiful that we preferred to publish

the artistie document rather than the photograph:

B~
HAPPY CHRISTMAS, Susanna, and let your tardi-

From Roberto BERTOLANI, Istituto di Zeoologia,
Via Universita 4, 41100 Modena, Italy

My prinecipal asctivities in the last 15 years
have focussed on the Tardigrada, and in par-
ticular on their reproductive and developmen-
tal biolegy, cytotaxonomy and taexonomy. At
present my research investigates the incidence
of hermaphroditism in this phylum and its
gignificance,

I am studying natural populations
by means of earyological technigques and sean-
ning electron microscope observations. My re-
search also concerns non-marine Tardigrades
in various habitats.

I am an Associate Professor and hold
a course of Zoology for biology students at
the Natural Science Faculty, University of
Meodena.

From Maria BALSAMO, Istituto di Zoologia,
Via Univeraitd 4, 41100 Modena, Italy

My research interests are on:. fresh-water

Gastrotricha. I have for several years per-
formed faunistic and systematic studies and
physiological investigations on this group.

Recently I have begun a study on
the reproductive biology of fresh-water
Chaetonotoidea, and in particular on the pre-
sence and slgnificance of hermaphroditic
individuals in natural and laboratery reared
parthenogenetic populations. Presently I have
extended my studies to brackish water Chaeto-
notoidea.

I also collaborate with P. Tongi-
orgi, professor of Zoology at the University
of Modena, on faunistic and aystematic re-
gearch on marine Gastrotricha.

I am Assistant of Zoology at the
University of Modena.

Another TARDIGRADE METAMORPHOSIS

Did you hear of that new publication
On the tardigradea' macromutation?
Where the author declares:

"They descend from brown bearsl!"
Interstitially it's & sensation.
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