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EDITORIAL

Dear Friends,

a 'farewell' from your old chair-
man and a 'hello' to the new one! Good luck to
you, John Fleeger! After three years it is
with some relief, but indubitably also with
some regret that I say 'good bye' to vou all.

These pages have been to me a
way of exchanging personal opinions with you,
a 'conversation' which vou may have welcomed
or disliked - if it reached you, it had al-
ready fulfilled its task.

In most of these editorials I
didn't really plan a particular topic long
in advance, I rather got those ideas Just
accidentally. Something came into my mind
reading an article, discussing matters with
friends or watching people around.

Well, during the last weeks I
had the occasion to meet numerous biologists
and realized from many encounters that often
colleagues reacted strangely withdrawn and
stiff, slmost bitter. Too stiff to stay open-
minded for the wide spectrum of events that
life around offers. Since this absent-minded,
almost unsocial attitude was not only noticed
by me and was particularly evident in younger
people, I am inclined to refer it to the ex-
treme competition and hard pressure laid upon
the not yet established colleagues struggling
for their professional chances.

I am not sure whether they real-
ize that openmindedness, a warm interest in
general life (and life is far more than hio-
logy!) are basic professional prereguisites,
as important as profound scientific knowledge.
It is the classical "semper apertus" that
'normal' capacity
of judgement, to separate important from
irrelevant, to become more than Just a bio-
logist. Psychic and lecal seclusion, limi-
tation of the own horizon to just the roofs
of the institutes further this strange.atti—
tude, In this respect, life at the universi-
ties, where one is always together with young
folks, prevents from becoming an 'autistic'
biologist.

enables us to maintain a

Let's keep our hearts and minds
open, interested in the wide range of life
and not just in some pickled creatures, puri-
fied compounds or pixilated calculations,

Or, as J. Steinbeck put it in his "Sea of
Cortez':

"The true biologist deals with life,
with teaming boisterous life, and
learns something from it, learns
that the first rule of 1life is
living. The dry-balls cannot possibly
learn a thing every starfish knows..."

But let me assure you, in large symposia
it was just the meiofauna group that found
itself always strikingly close to Stein-
beckian philosophy.

Well, coming to the end of my
term as the chairman of I.A.M., I have to
thank many of you for your interest and for
encouraging comments., Please, pass this
positive attitude, so relevant for our work,
also on to my successor John Fleeger. He
will need it as I did. The most important
impulse, however, is your continuous support
of I.A.M, by paying your dues, extending
your membership in time. I take it as a con-
firmation for membership being a worthwhile
decision that during my three years we could
gain 80 new members. That the overall number
of I.A.M. members did not rise to more than
292 has to be ascribed to the dramatic drop
which we regularly suffer at the beginning
of each year when we have to conclude member-
ship of all these who forgot to pay. Altheugh
we recovered well from a 'depression' in 1985,
we always regret it very much to lose members
this way. And I am almost sure, John Fleeger
will have to share the same experience. It
seems an unwritten law, since before my term
Carlo Heip has had these problems too. But
else I am optimistic about further progress
in I,A.M,, convinced that the new 'Manual'
will give us a big drive (see p. 6).

I should not conclude this last
edition without gratefully acknowledging the
good cooperation and help of my treasurer,
Anno Faubel, In particular, I deeply thank
my assistant, Mrs. Christa Langheld, for
her invaluable contribution to each issue
of PSAMMONALIA, Without her keeping the files,
sorting the literature references and typing
the final version of each page, PSAMMONALIA
could not have been published during the last
three years.

And finally, another one ...

.+.There was this strange chairman from Germany,
Whom members may keep in weird memory,
After three years he quit,
But he could not omit
Concluding his term with gueer 'poetry',
Yours Sincerely

s L
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I.A.M.

The new chairman of I.A.M., John Fleeger,
has appointed David Thistle as his new
trezsurer. David's address:
Department of Oceancgraphy
Flerida State University

Tallzshassee, Fl, 32306, U.S.A,

To gll you 86-expiring members:

Those of you from Europe should take the
last convenient chance to pay your fees
while the iz =2till here in
Hamburg. But you got tec be guick! You
can easiest enclese DM 25.00 in bills

in a normal envelop and mail it to us.

"treasure'

Then you are fine for two more years,

To all members from the US and other
oversea countries: Flease, send your
money in the beginning of '87 to the new
tressurer. His account ne. ete will be
published in the February issue of PSAMMO-
NALIAL. The new annual fee will be 5.00 8.

"Tt is the fundamental emotion which stands
a2t the cradle of true aris and science.
Whoever doec 1ot Know it end can no longer
wonder, no longer marvel, is as good as desd,
and hiz eyes are dimmed."

Albert Einstein

NEWS

docad

«»«WHERE DO THEY ALL COME FROM?

The 292 I.A.M. members in good standing come
from 39 countries all over the world. The
majority(103) live in the USA, second is Ger-
many with 39 meiobenthologists, third are

the French collesgues with 21 members.
Arranged by continents, Europe gains a clear

prevelence:
Europe 50.9 %
North-America 35.4 %
Asia 7.6 %
South and Central America 3.1 %
Africa 1.7 %
Australia and New Zealand 1.5 %

ADVICE TC JOHN

For chairing the Association

We now need some bold inspiration:

How could fees get payed

By all - undelayed?

Give a prize to the best-paying nation!

fare to Louisiana?

beer in waltzing Vienna?
limerick publication?
sample enumeration?)

(Free
Free
Free
Free



SIXTH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON AQUATIC NEMATODES.

5 to 9 july 1987
Laboratoire Arago
Banyuls-sur-Her (France).

First announcement.

All approaches to the study of aquatic nemat odes are
welcome: morphology, ecology, ecophysiology, pollution studies....

As has been customary during previous meetings,
participants should kindly present their current investigations in
an informal manner (oral presentation, poster, movie or video
documents) allowing sufficient time for meaningful discussions,

Accomodations and board will be provided in the laboratory
quarters (130 F per day). Reservations can also be made in local
hotels at higher costs.

Would you please circulate this announcement among your
colleagues, especially those missing on my mailing list.

Please return the reply slip as soon as possible.
Looking forward to meeting you in Banyuls next summer.

Yours sincerely.

F. de Bovée

Repl sliE
Name) esesssssssssessssssssssWill attend Banyuls meeting
Address:
accompagnied by:
Lab. accomodation:
Hotel reservation:

Will present: paper (oral presentation) (..); poster (..);
movie (..); video (..); other:
Provisional tittle:

The correspondence could be sent to:

F. de Bovée

Laboratoire Arago

F-66650 Banyuls sur Mer (Framnce)
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David J. Patterson, S
(Co-ordinating organizer, ISEP-7),
Department of Zoology,
University of Bristeol,
Bristol BS8 1UG,
England,

Tel. 0272 303030 ext. 3815
I. S. E P. - 7

The 7th, Scientific Meeting of the
International Society for Evolutionary Protistology

UNOFFICIAL FIRST NOTICE

Co-ordinating organizer: D. J. Patterson
Department of Zoology,
University of Bristol,
Bristol BS8 1UG,

England. Tel 0272 303030 Ex 3815
Location of meeting: Royal Holloway & New Bedford College
London
Date of meeting: 20th - 23rd / 24th July, 1987
Local Secretary: Prof. J. Dodge,

Department of Botany,
Royal Holloway & Bedford New Colleges
Egham, Surrey GU25 4LN

Cost: Estimated €180 for full package
(4 days accommodation, meals,
banquet & registration fee)

Proceedings: To be published in Biosysfems
(eds. D. J. Patterson, M. A. Sleigh,
@. Moestrup, S. Moss, P. Rizzo)

PROGRAMME THEMES

The evolution of flagellar and ciliary systems

(Chairmen: M. Melkonian, M. A. Sleigh)
The evolution of the genome and of nuclei

(Chairmen: T. Cavalier-Smith, M. Sogin)
Organellar evolution & Symbiosis

(Chairmen: L. Rothschild & J. Whatley)
Evolution around the species level

(Chairmen: P-M. Daggett, A. N. Other)
Major lines of protistan evolution

(Chairmen: M. Ragan, F. Spiegel)
Evolutionary Protistology, concepts & techniques

(Chairmen: A, Adoutte & D. Lipscomb)

WORKSHOP

The theory and application of cladistics
(Co-ordinator, D. Lipscomb)

SPECIAL LECTURES

President's address {D Goode)

Cand mr Mommide Oemenlea [, (I |



"INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF MEIOFAUNA"

Robert F. HIGGINS & Hjalmar THIEL, editors

Progress Report

Over fifty authors have been working with
us this past year to produce an entirely new
book on meiofauna; it will not be just a revi-
sion of the "meiofaunal manual",

Most manuscripts have been received. Some
new chapters have been suggested and we are
seeking authors for these. Our prospective
publisher, Smithsonian Press, has been working
with us and made available a set of guidelines
which we sent (September-November, 1986) to
gach author along with our suggestions for re-
vision. Although some chapters will have to be
shortened, reorganized, or both, most are in
good condition,

The authors have decided to extract general
methods from each taxonomic chapter and have
them incorporated into the methods section whare
they will be cross-referenced back to the taxo-
nomic chapters. Some new chapters have been
added to the original contents, some chapters
have new titles, some have been rearranged into

a more rational sequence.

We will ask authors to return their revised
manuscripts a month after receiving them; those
who have computer facilities compatible with
the system used at the Smithsonian Press will
be asked to submit their revisions on a computer
disk so as to expedite the tenuous Jjob of edit-
ing. To further expedite the publication of the
book and to reduce its sales price, we have
agreed to submit camera-ready copy to the
publisher,

If manuscripts are promptly returned, we
should be able to proceed with outside reviews,
chapter by chapter, soon after January, 1987.
Depending upon the condition of the chapters,
whether or not they are on computer discs, the
necessary changes in art work, etc., we hope
to have the camera-ready copy completed by
January, 1988,

Although there will be an index in the
book, we have decided to eliminate the publi-
cation of appendices dealing with sources of
equipment and supplies since it creates "ad-
vertising problems", Each author will be en-
couraged to provide the editors with copies
of such appendices so that readers of the

book can request them independently as necessary.

We hope that all of those reading this report
will bring to our attention any new equipment,
materials, methods, etec., which will help appro-
priate authors create the most current and com-
prehensive chapter dealing with the subject. But
most of all, we hope our authors will continue
their patient and cooperative help that is so
important in this effort. There are no funds to
support this work, The editors are doing this
work in additien to carrying on full-time research
programs. Neither editor has more than a miner
amount of secretarial or technical assistance.
Consequently, meiobenthologists, be patient,
we'll get the Job done as soon as possible!

We invite your questions and/or comments.
Thank you,.

Robert P, Higgins

Hjalmar Thiel
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NEW OR REINSTATED MEMBERS

Elva ESCOBAR-BRIONES

Benthiec Ecology Laboratery

Institute de Ciencias del Mar y Limnologia
Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexice
Ap. Postal 70-305

04510 Mexico 20, D.F., Mexico

I am a graduate student for merine biology at
the National University of Mexico and have been
working for the last seven years with the macro-
benthos, particularly the crustaceans of the
Thallassia testudinum - community in a tropical
lagoon in the Southern Gulf of Mexico. While
studying the energy flux and bioenergeties I
became interested in the meiobenthos.

Adriana VILLELLA

Northeastern University

Marine Science and Maritime Studies Center
East Point, Nahant, Ma 01908, U.S.A.

My MSc=thesis is on the composition and distri-
bution of 'meiofaunal worms' in a New England
salt marsh pool. The pool contains three dif-
ferent subhabitats: a floating Cladophora mat,
microbial bottom layers and the basal peat

substrate. I try to investigate the various
factor systems and their impact on the meio-
fauna species.

Jean-Yves BODIOU
Laboratoire Arago
F-66650 Benyuls=-szur-Mer, France

(No self-introduction availahble)

CHANGED ADDRESSES

A. ELEFTHERIQU
Department of Bioclogy
University of Crete
P.0. Pox 1470
Herakleion 71110
Crete, Greece

Paul MONTAGNA

The University of Texas at Austin
Marine Science Institute

Port Aransas, Texas 78373-1267, U.S.A.

Mary C. WATZIN

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Wetlands Research Center
1010 Gause Blvd.

Slidell, LA. 70458, U.S.A.

Yves GRELET

"Le Laghet"

29, Bd. F. Suarez

F-06340 La Trinité, France



CHANGED ADDRESSES, cont'd.

Thomas G. CHANDLER
(until July 1987)

¢/o 0. Giere

Zoologisches Institut und Museum
Universitdt Hamburg

Martin=Luther=King-=Pl, 3
2000 Hamburg 13
Fed. Rep. Germany

NEWS FROM THE MEMBERS

Dr, David J. PATTERSON
Department of Zoology
University of Bristol
Bristol BS8 UG
England

In the first volume of the Jjournal

"Progress in Protistology" (eds. J. 0, Corliss

and D. J. Patterson) a review paper has been
given by T. Fenchel on "Protozoan filter

feeding", A future volume (Ne 3) will include
an account of interstitial ciliates and fla-
gellates and will also contain an artiele en
amoebae from deep water benthos (by Tendal?),.

ANIMAL NICHE CONCEFT

"The recognition that animal behaviour have
complex choreographies rich in meaning and
perceptual and recognitive ambiguities renders
fossil methods which attempt to clasgsify
animals in a priori categories defined on
gut contents, etc. Animals do not occupy a
preconceived (by a human) niche, they define
1t".

After B, Marcotte, 1986, modified.

"You can observe a lot by Jjust watching".

"Experience is something you don't get until
just after you need it",

"In any human enterprise, work seeks the
lowest hierarchical level",

From "Murphy's LAW Day-by=Day
Calendar" by permission of Price/
Stern/Sleoan Publ. Inc., Los
Angeles, 1977.

PUZZLING BRUCE

What a tremendous output after just 10 hours driving! The Columbia group (B. Dudley, B. Feller,
C. Couch, M, Ellis, L. Billheimer and, of course, Bruce Coull) created this beautiful crossword
puzzle - advisable for all 'oldies', obligatory for all newcomers. Think, next time to/from
Vienna - travels for whole days: which poetry, puzzles and pogoisms can we expect! Here is the
USC-crossword puzzle, the first meiofauna puzzle ever! Please find the questions on page 14,

Have fun and don't cheat!

3
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QUESTIONAIRE FOR THE MEIOFAUNA CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across

13
4,
a8,
9.

11.

12.

13.

14,

155

17.

20.

21.

22,

2573

27.

5

32.

34,

33,

58.

Lo,

L2,

43,

L,
45.
46,
4a.
52,
53.
54,
56,
58.

59.
60.
6.

62,
63.
64,

another name for meiofauna (Gr.)
living between sand grains
meiobenthic arachnid

removed
kind of
measureg

from sediment

microscopy (abbr.)

of redox potential
guantitatively sample meiofauna
microscopy (abbr.)

usad to
kind of
metric measure used to size meiofauna
method to extract meiofauna

used to sse meiofauna

first used word meiobenthos

meiobenthic stain

redox (abbr.)

nematode copulatory organ

platform to collect meiofauna

kind of microscopy (abbr,)

without oxygen

copepod tail appendage (abbr.)

German father of meiobenthos

meiofaunal response to adverse conditions
chemical used to extract meiofauna
proposed site of 7th Internaticnal
Meiofauna Conference

mast abundant meiofaunal taxon

meiofauna meeting in Columbia, 5. Carolina
copepods in copula

spiny nose meiefauna (abbr.)

New Zealand copepod ecologist

the newest phylum

used to identify meiofauna

meicfauna in sulfide habitats

zite of 5th International Meiofauna
Conference

shelled protozoan meiofauna

copepod larvae

preservative or imbibed in quantity at
meiofauna conferences (chem. formula)
water flow and cover, usually 2 times a day
hair, spine etec,

space between sand grains

Down
2, extraction device
3. habitat for meiofauna
5. most abundant meiofaunal taxen (abbr.)
6. counting and identifying
7. International Association of Melobentho-
logists (abbr.)
8. smaller than meio
9. shelled crustacean
10. Plathelminth taxon
14. on front page of PSAMMONALIA
16. an up-and-down distribution of meiobenthos
in sediment
18. zone of low oxidation-reduction potential
19. part of sieve
23. where meiofauna are found in fish
24. an unusual or rare form
26. chemical to relax meiofauna (chem. formula)
28. 2nd most abundant meiofaunal taxon overall
29. mean number of meiofauns per square meter
30. larger than meiofauna
33. ventrally ciliated interstitial worm
36, intertidal sandy habitat
3?. removal of meiofauna from substrate
39. a parent of all meiobenthologists
41, meiofauna meeting in Tampa, Florida
46. protozoan meiofauna
47. meiofauna on plants
49, Chairman, International Asscciation of
Meiobenthologists, 1984-1986
50. erganisms that live on the bottom
51. water bears (abbr,)
55. meiofauna meeting in Hamburg, Germany
57. habitat for interstitial fauna
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See noevil!  Hear noevil ! Speak no evil/

Belfer be a mouthless oligochaete!
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VERMOLOGY

The worms were here before us.
FPerhaps, when we are gone,
they will be here still. -
Lords of the Earth!

From:

The little worm book
J.& A, Ahlberg
Viking Press,

New York, 1979
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