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EDITORIAL

There are several criteria by which we can judge
the health of our Association, and thus the health of the
scientific discipline we pursue. One of these is the suc-
cess of our triennial conferences in terms of the num-
bers of members attending, the scientific vigour of the
programme and the level of social interaction (the latter
is equally as important as the other two). On all three
scores EIMCO was just perfect. Margaret Palmer and
her band of willing helpers went far beyond the bounds
of normal expectation in attending to our smallest
needs, ensuring that all the proceedings went without
the slightest hilch and the evening social events were
frequent, convivial gastronomic delights. Bob Higgins
put together a scientific programme which skillfully
avoided conflicts of interest between the parrallel ses-
sions, but I must confess that 1 occasionally felt I
wanted to be in two placesat once! Onbehalf of the As-
sociation 1 would like to extend our thanks to all of
them, It will be a difficult act to follow.

The nice thing was that the conference attracted so
many new people, but at the same time retained the at-
mosphere of a family reunion. Idon’tknow of any oth-
er international group of scientists where this camerad-
eric prevails. Idiscussed this with Bruce Coull, and we
thought that one contributory factor was that meiofau-
nal research is still such a wide open field that there is
no competitive element in what we do. The conference
started in the right vein with Geoff Hicks reminding us
that it was Olav Giere's birthday. Olav was duly pres-
ented with a large cake in the form of a gutless aligo-
chete. It tasted good despite Olav’scriticism that these
animals are white, not black, and definitely don’t have
eyes! Pat Boaden's absence from the meeting (sadly
missed) did not deter us from the traditional limerick
competition during the final banquet. Some of the
more printable entries are reproduced below.

I am a little ambivalent about parrallel sessions at
conferences, for the reason mentioned above, but with
72 papers to be given (by presenters from 18 different
countries) there is really no alternative unless the con-
ference is extended formore than a week. One possibil-
ity might be to produce a single-session programme in-
cluding specialised papers grouped together, with no
official recreational day in the middle. Participants
could then chose when they took time out for recre-
ational purposes, or could chaose not to do so if they
were sufficiently generalist (and highly motivated!).

In my introductory address I lamented the fall in
numbers of JAM members, and also the fact that no
nominations for officers for the coming three years had

been received. Fortunately, both these things were put
to rights during the meeting. Eleven new members
joined the Association and seven lapsed members paid
their subscriptions. This goes a considerable way to-
wards stemming the declining membership trend.

Two meetings of the IAM Executive Commitiee
were held, where verbal nominations for officers were
considered. There being no more than one nomination
foreach vacancy,Iam pleased toannounce that ournew
Chairperson for the next three years will be Paul Mon-
tagna, and Bob Feller will be Treasurer. Marc Berg-
mans has withdrawn from the Executive Commiltee
because of his changed circumstances, while Laurence
Guidi and Geoff Hicks have come to the end of their
6-year terms of office. They will be replaced by Teresa
Radziejewska, Yoshihisa Shirayama and James Ward.
Naturally I am delighted that all these appointees ac-
cepled nomination: they constitute a great team which
augers well for the future. Margaret Palmer is the re-
maining Committee member, plus myself as outgoing
Chairperson (replacing John Fleeger).

With regard to the venue for our next conference in
1995 (NIMCO), the Committee gratefully accepted the
generous offer made by Alain Dinet and Laurence Gui-
di for it to be held in Perpignan, SW France. Banyuls
itself is full of students in the summer and so would not
be a possible location, but nearby Perpignan has ade-
quate facilities for the conference. Alain still has to
confirm the availablility of these facilities for 1995, but
is quite confident of success. ;

The Committee was conscious of the fact that
many students and young researchers around the world
who would have benefited greatly from EIMCO had
been unable to attend because of financial coniraints, It
was felt that membership fees for the Association were
extremely cheapand that since the funds were currently
ina healthy state, the Association should be able to give
these students some financial assistance to attend fu-
ture conferences. Many longer—standing members will
remember the “Bertil Swedmark™ fund which was set
up to further the aims of the Association but which was
subsequently amalgamated with the Association’s gen-
eral fund. It was decided that this should be resurrected
as the “Bertil Swedmark Travel Fund”, specifically to
help young people get to our conferences. When re-
newing your membership, we would therefore encour-
age you to make a donation over and above the value of
the subsciption, which will be put into this fund, It will
be secded by £1000.00 from our existing funds, A
high~interest account will be retained in Plymouth, re-
gardless of the location of the Association’s Treasurer,
in order to avoid costs of transferring the account every
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three years. Bob Higgins will be drafting some addi- Darcy Lonsdale

tions to the Constitution and Byelaws of the Associ- SUNY at Stony Brook

ation focover the protocols for the adminstration of this ~ Mar. Sci. Research Centre
fund. But don’t wait for these to appear. The fund is Stony Brook, NY 11763-5000

HOW open, USA
Richard Warwick Guilherme Lotufo
Dept. Zool. Physiol.
Louisiana State University
NEW MEMBERS (signed up at the g;‘x" Rouge, LA 70803 - 1725
Conference)
Karen McGlothlin
Clemson University
Laura (llral‘t . ?;gLLfl:gl}hﬂ
Dept. Biol. 3¢i, | Clemson, SC 29634 ~ 1903
Ohio University USA
P.O.Box 95 il
Guysville, OH 45735 Birger Neuhaus
USA Dept. Invert. Zool. NMNH
Smithsonian Institute NHB 163 S
E Washington DC 20560
USA
Lisa Di Pinto
Baruch Institue, Mar. Sci. Prog. Jenny Schmidt-Araya
University of South Carolina i]gllgsl’.mj{ui:gzﬁﬁ
Columbia, SC29208 —— AUSTRIA :
_usA-—— e
Abbie Yorkoff

Dept. Invert. Zool. NMNH

Teresa Donelan Smithsonian Institute NHB 163

University of South Carolina g;‘““g"’“ DC 20560

College of Health

Columbia, SC 29208

USA CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Howard Platt —
Dept.of the Environment (NI} —————————————

Onno Gross Calvert House

Universitat Hamburg 23, Castle Place

Inst. fur Hydrobiol. und Fisch. Belfast BT1 IFY

Zeisweg 9 UK

D-2000 Hamburg 5

GERMANY PROFPOSED LLAM., GLOBAL

BIODIVERSITY PROJECT -

] During EIMCO in Maryland a meseting of inter-
v‘?“’““ Kowaic ested people was held to discuss the details of this col-
Biol. Stat. Lunz laborative project (see Psammonalia Nos, 91 & 92 for
A-3293 Lunz SEE details). There is clearly a lot of enthusiasm for the
AUSTRIA project: the global coverage of sampling sites has been
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expanded since the map published in No. 92 and further
offers filling in notable gaps (Japan, Bermuda) were
made at the meeting. [ will publish final detailsinasub-
sequent issue of Psammonalia, together with a list of
participants who have volunteered to deploy and re-
trieve the anificial substrates. But for now, here is a
summary of the decisions we reached:

1, The artificial substrate units (ASUs), demon-
strated at EIMCO, will be provided by the Plymouth
Marine Laboratory (PML) as a pack which will come
with full instructions regarding deployment, retrieval
and initial sample processing.

2. The ASUs will be fixed to hard substrates
(e.g.rock, pilings) at 12-15 m depth at relatively shel-
tered and unpolluted sites with full marine salinity, ata
number of different sites in the area.

3. The desirability of time-series collections was
generally agreed, butit wasaccepted that they were im-
praclical,

4. The ASUs will be deployed for a S—month peri-
od (spring-summer), starting in April 1993 in the
Northern Hemisphere and October 1993 in the South-
ern Hemisphere. Because of slow colonisation rates in
Polar regions, ASUs will be left in the field for a full
year.

5. Afterretrieval, narcotisation of the sample prior
to fixation will improve the usefulness of the samples
for certain taxa.

6. Samples will be returned to PML for initial sort-
ing and distribution to specialist taxonomists (Smithso-
nian Institution may be able to help here). Although
PML would take on the role of co—ordination, it was
emphasised that this an LA.M. study. Field workers
and analysls will be partners and the relevant persons
will be co—publishers of the results.

7. For the purposes of standardisation, it will be
advantageous if one person identifies all samples for a
given taxon.

8. The work may offer opportunities for several
PhD studies.

9, PML will be seeking funding for the project
through several governmental and non—governmental
agencies. Other partners should do likewise.

10, An acronym might be useful. Any sugges-
tions?

Richard Warwick

NEWS FROM MEMBERS

NEW TEXTBOOK ON MEIOBENTHOS
Olav Giere has now finished writing a book on
meiofauna, covering a wide variety of topics. Itstitle is

“Microscopic fauna of aquatic sediments - biology,
systematics and ecology of meiofauna”. Tt will be pub-
lished by Springer, Heidelberg, Berlin, New York and
will be on the market at the beginning of 1993,

HELP!

David Strayer writes " would appreciate receiv-
ing information on the toxicological properties, safe
handling, and disposal of rose bengal. We use rose ben-
gal in our lab, and in the absence of specific toxicologi-
cal information, we are forced to use expensive proce-
dures to dispose of rose bengal-contaminated waste,
Please send information to David Strayer, Institute of
Ecosystem Studies, Box AB, Millbrook, NY 12545,
USA.”

MARYLAND LIMERICKS

What follows are some of the limericks, written
under difficult conditions during the EIMCO banquet.
They have been gleaned from scraps of paper (often
from dubious sources rather appropriate to their liter-
ary merit) left lying on tables afier the meal, and itis not
possible to attribute them to authors, The first may
have been the winner of the competition, but the voting
procedure was so irregular that it is difficult to say this
with any certainty (it doesn’t even rhyme!),

There was a sand grain from Woods Hole
That only wanted to tumble and roll,

But its life was upset

By a pseudopodial net,

Now it's the keystone of a foram’s abode.

Passive females, t'was said, is the rule
Which upset puritanical Coull,

But young Thomas just said

“Don’t worry your head,

This behaviour is not very cruel!”

Nematode, copepod and tardigrade,

We do admire them it has to be said,
But we’'re here for the drinking,

For eating not thinking,

and limericks are a pain in the head.

Austen and Warwick, Hicks and Jude

Tried writing a limerick that wasn’t too rude,
But drinking and wine

Blunted their minds

Pat Boaden, where are you, we need you!

(He could certainly come up with a betier lasi
line!)
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Perpignan, Plymouth: England or France,
Plymouth thought that they had a chance,

But Perpignan’s wine
And their weather so fine,

Had the rest of the Committee entranced.

There is this new chairman from Texas,
Now rumours go: what’s that expects us?

A conference in France
Wine, Science and Dance!

A true bond which always connects us!
(This one was definitely from Olav!)

page—6

But he had such a fright
From a nematode bite
‘He swam all the way up to Maryland.

John Lambshead and Brad Robbins admitted re-
sponsibility for the next two compositions:

I'm a full professor, she said,

But I don’t let that go to my head,

For I'm a deanlet named Bell,

And a space Czar as well,

Although fractally speaking I'm dead.

Thara
Fhere-was-a-young-lady-catled-Palmer;

Bruce Coull has no ifs or buts,
Meiofauna just don’t get stuck in ruts,

As Keith let us know,

They ride on marine snow,

“It’s better than coconuts™

“What to do with the data?” they say,
ANOVA or ranking arrays?

——Perhaps-correlate
Or maybe ordinate

But alas fractals will come save the day.

There was a young girl called Guidi
Who went in a submersible to the deep—sea,

— When she-came back from the dive———

=With-the samples-alive

Who thought she might be a charmer,
But high Tiving palled,

And copepods called,

I guess it was all in her Karma.

And finally some reflections from Olav Giere:
To Bob Higgins

_The Eighth Meiofauna Conference

Had a Programme rich in top events.

Arranged by Bob Higgins,

Both minor and big things

wentsmoothly: for this he deserves a big “thanks™.

—ToMargaretPalmer ——— =

_'lllﬁ'i':

All she thought of was pipi.

There was a young copepod in Coullialand
Who thought he was born in Gondwanaland,

~ Things went so much calmer,

Nice people and standards set high
Arranged by M. Palmer

We leave College Park with a sigh.
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PS’s Doodles from EIMCO Maryland!?

%

=

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

A HEADACHE AGAWN 777
THINGS HAVE DEFINITELY CHANGED

SINCE SHE LENT TD WoRi WITH
MARGARET !

@®

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

\\

[ CATHY'S CARIBBEAN CAFE

NbL WE'LL HEVER GET

To gufefE!

This one was a reminder of the lively discussion following Thomas
Glatzels presentation on the mating behaviour of Parastenocaris

Keith Walters proposed that meiofaunal immigration and emmigration
might take place through animals rafting onto marine snow. P§
abviously agrees with Bruce Coull who said

"It's got 1o be beiter than coconuts!’
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