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EDITORIAL

What is Psarmmonalia?

After assuming the editorship of our Associations
newsletter, I asked myself: what do I do now? I really
had little idea. So, I decided to look over old issues to
sec what other editors have done. Unfortunately, my
back issues extend only to number 39, printed in
February 1978. Bill Hummon was editor at that time.

Chairperson:

Paul A. Montagna, Marine Science Institute,
University of Texas at Fort Aransas, Port Aransas
TX 78373, USA

Treasurer:

Robert Feller, Belle Baruch Inst. for Marine Science
and Coastal Research, University of South Carolina,
Columbia SC 29208, USA

Teresa Radziejewska, Jnst. Fisheries Oceanography,
Kazimiera Krdlewicza 4, 71-550 Szczecin, POLAND

Yoshihisa Shirayama, Ocean Research Institute,
University of Tokyo, 1-15-1 Minamidai, Nakano-Ku,
Tokyo 164, JAPAN

James Ward, Depi. of Biology, Colorado State
University, Fort Collins, CO 80523 USA

| Richard Warwick, Flymouth —Marine Laboratory,

It is amazing to me how little the newsletter has
changed in 15 years. As in the most current issue, there
were sections entitled: editorial, dues payments, news
from members, new members, address changes, and of
course recent literature. A few cother items have always
been present from time to time, such as, budget reports,
clection results, meeting announcements, and obituaries.
Occasionally, someone requests rare specimens or
literature, or provides an exhaustive bibliography on a
* particular taxa. Once every three years, the Constitution
of the Association and the membership list is printed.
The previous format of the title page had not changed
since it was designed by Bob Higgins in 1980. . It is
obvious that the purpose t‘:rf Psammonaﬁa is to foater

- contributions from the 'membersh:p

——_| Prospect Place, The Hoe,-Plymouth-BL1-3DH; UK.

Margaret Palmer, Department of Zoology, University

Dick Warwick did a great job of trying to increase

— | of Maryland, College Fark, MD 20742, USA

~| Andrew Gooday, Institute of Oceanographic Sciences,

Board of Correspondents

Bruce Coull, Belle Baruch Inst. fbr'Madne Science
and C‘oastal Research, University of South C'aralma
—Columbia, SC 29208, USA

Wormley, Godalming, Surrey, GUS 5UB, UK
Duane Hope, Dept. of Invertebrate Zoology, National
Museum Natural History, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, DC 20560, USA
Preben Jensen, Marine Biological Lab Helsingor,
Univ. of Copenhagen, Strandpromaenaden 5, DK-
3000 Helsingor, DENMARK
Zhang Zhinan, Department of Marine Biology, Ocean
University Of * Qindgao, Qingdao, Shangdong,
PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA

.___membershjp participation. I commend him forhis.

effort. It is your newsletter, and it can only be
- suceessful through your participation. So; don’t be shy,
feel free to drop us a note on your news or views, and
we will print it. To make submissions easier, I will start
to catalogue and publish members e-mail addresses. All
members should please send me their e-mail address.

I certainly don’t plan o make great changas in the
newsletter. I have taken the liberty to change the
format a little. I have done this for the sake of economy
and to enhance the presentation.

PAST TREASURERS REPORT

Mike Gee reports that over his three year tenure as
Treasurer, the income from subscriptions (£3309.71) has
almost exactly matched the production costs of
Fsammonalia (£3336.34). However, in 1990 there was
- a deficit of £635.12, and in 1991 a deficit of £13.82.
Mike suggests that a reserve of £1000 in the Society
Current Account should keep it in the black and the
remainder could usefully be employed elsewhere, i.c., by
incorporating it in the Bertil Swedmark Fund,
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STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 1990-1992

INCOME:

Balance brought forward
Subscriptions

Contributions

Fees for back issues

Donations to Bertil Swedmark Fund
Interest (net)

TOTAL

EXPENDITURES:
Psammonalia - February

- May

- August

- November
Returned Subscriptions
TOTAL
BALANCE
Transfer to B. Swedmark Fund

Transfer to U.S.A.

1990 1991 1992
£ £ £
3,066.81 2,543.77 2,515.96
707.58 987.94 1,624.19
27.00 - -
; 2.29 7
5 : 254.24
85.08 63.72 2711
3,886.47 3,597.72 4,421.50
£ . £ E
344 42 246.20 295.35
304.41 249.09 202.08
349,69 205.14 201.63
344.18 381.33 20292
: : 10.00
1,342.70 1,081.76 911.98
2,543.77 2,515.96 3,509.52
- | : 1,254.24

The increase in subscription income for 1992 is a result.

of a number of members paying advance subscriptions
at the Eighth International conference. The fall in bank
interest income reflects the rapid fall in UK. interest
rates over the last year. U.K. base rates now stand at
6% compared with 15% in early 1991. Production costs
of Psammonalia remained constant, the decrease in

costs compared with 1990 is due to the introduction of -

printed matter airmail rates by U.K. Post Office in 1991.
Bertil Swedmark Fund

The purpose of the Bertil Swedmark Fund is to use the
interest (or 75% of the interest) accumulated over a
three year period to help towards costs of students or
others who wish to attend the triennial International
Conference. This fund at the moment stands at
£1254.24 (£1000 originally donated by Bertil Swedmark
and £254.24 received in donations and proceeds of
T-shirt sales this year). It will be invested in a U.K.

) - 2,255.28

Building Society where the current raté of net interest
(i.e. after the payment of U.K. income tax) on such an
account is 4%. At present, the Fund will produce
approximately £150 (~$225 U.S. dollars at present
exchange rates) over three years. It may be possible to
obtain Charitable Status for the fund (so avoiding the
payment of UK. Income Tax), which would increase
income to approximately £200. 75% of this amount .
would not go very far to helping even one overseas
student attend the conference. The fund could be
increased by the Association contributing it's excess
capital and by further contributions or gifts from
members who feel in a position to do so. -Mike Gee

DUES AND MEMBER SERVICES

Bob Feller will accept dues (10 US dollars per year) in
US currency only, as the expense for conversion is
prohibitive. Please mail dues to him at:



——the publisher(Springer). — The hook, —entitled

"Meiobenthology - the microscopic fauna of aquatic
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Belle W. Baruch Institute
Univ. of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208 USA.
Make checks payable to Int. Assoc. of
Meiobenthologists. You may pay up to 3 years in
advance, i.e., $30. If you are able, please add extra
moncy to be contributed to the Bertil Swedmark Fund.
If you are not sure if you your dues are current, check
the date in the upper right had corner of the mailing

current, and remember to include your e-mail address
with your mailing address.

Paul Montagna requests that all members send their e-
mail address or addresses to him. You can mail it or e-
mail a message on bitnet: PAUL@UTMSI or internet:
PAUL@UTMSI.ZO.UTEXAS.EDU

NEWS FROM MEMBERS

Book in press

Olav Giere reports the book he has been writing for the

—last-two-years-is-now completed-and-has-been-sent-to-

FPage 4

August. It is very well done, and all copies quickly sold
out. If you would like to order the video an
advertisement and coupon is attached to the end of the

Newsletter, -ed.

Recruiting students

Olav Giere scoffs at the idea that it is difficult to find
students with enough interest to work in the field of

them meiofauna and tell them what it is all about to
make them interested.

At the Zoological Institute of Hamburg University a
lecture course on meiobenthology has been listed in the
teaching catalogue for many years. The winter term
course meets for 2 hours per week. This is followed by
a summer term course for advanced students on
meiobenthology that is 3.5 weeks long. This course is
held partly (for one week) at the well known island of
Sylt and focuses on interstitial meiofauna. Here, the
students whom have gained theoretical knowledge gain

practical experience on how to work in the field. At the

beginning there is a short general introduction to

—extraction methods, discrimination of major groups with.

fresh and fixed samples, diversity of groups, movements

—labelPlease send your dues right away if yoware mot — meiobenthos. He suggests that you just have teach o

. of fauna, evaluation of samples, ete., ete. Then small

seﬂlmutg”—mvem—:.ﬂ[—]ﬁﬁjm'—mp'lmf—nfgiubmhﬁs—groups-ﬂf—ﬁ-ﬁ-studcms—arc formed-to-work-on-selected

research. The book was based on lecture notes for an
advanced course on meiobenthology that was taught at
Hamburg - University,. After copy editing the book

projects, e.g., documentation of faunistic diversity (using
video microscopy and other microscopical techniques),
examples of horizontal and vertical distribution profiles,

should contain about 300 pages and some 100 figures.
Olav hopes the book will be published by the summer of
1993. The price has not been set, but Sprmger has been
known to be-an expensive publisher—— B

Video available

Jorge Ott reports that his video "The Meiofauna of
Marine Sediments: Types and Characters" iz available
for distribution. The film was produced by he and
Alexander Bochdansky at the University of Vienna. The
movie shows the major groups of interstitial meiofauna
(Cnidaria, Turbellaria, Gnathostomulida, Gastrotricha,
Nematoda, Copepoda, Isopoda, Ostracoda, Annelida,
Gastropoda, Tardigrada, and Tunicata) live in color (his
emphasis, not mine). Important diagnostic characters
ar¢ shown in high magnification. The video is 22
minules with English text.

The video was available for viewing at EIMCO last

experiments on predation effects, meiofauna along
macrofaunal tubes, etc. The results have to be
evaluated and written up in small project reports.

“During the last-2-days; the-groups-present their-datato

the others, while gaining practice in delivering oral
presentations. These seminars are critically evaluated
for their contents and rhetoric presentation. The course
concludes with a printed comprehensive "volume" on
meiofauna.

Using this approach, Olav reports that a-few of the
students become really fascinated working with
meiofauna and decide to go further with it and select
meiofauna as their topic for a masters study. This is the
pool where you can find your Ph.D. candidates.

Tidbits

J. W. Coles reports that he is still examining free-living
nematodes in the Diseovery Collections at the Institute
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of Occanographic Sciences, Wormley, near Godalming.

Paul Montagna will be spending six weeks in France
next summer. He has received a "Senior Guest
Scientist” grant from the French NATO program.
Research will be performed in collaboration with Dr.
Gérard Blanchard at the Centre de Recherche en
Ecologie Marine et Aquaculture (CREMA) in
L'Houmeau, France, which is a French government
facility, part of the Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique (CNRS), Institut Francais de Recherche
pour I'Exploitation de la Mer (IFREMER). Paul and
Gérard will perform experiments to determine if
meiofaunal grazing rates on microphytobenthos change
as a function of the rate of primary production.

Address changes

Marcia Shofner

Department of Zoology
University of Maryland
College Park, Maryland 20742
USA

Dr. Walter Traunspurger

Zoologisches Institut der Universitdt Miinchen
Limnolgische Abteilung

Seidlstr. 25

8000 Miinchen 2

GERMANY

New members

Dr. Tapas Chatterjee
Indian School of Learning
1. S. M. Annexe
P.O.-L.S. M.

Dhanbad - 826004

Bihar

INDIA

Tapas specialization is the systematics and ecology of
Halacarid mites.

Nozomu Iwasaki

Usa Marine Biological Institute
Kocku University

Usa-cho, Tosa

Kochi 781-11

JAPAN

Nozomu is studying the ccology of harpacticoid
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copepods, particularly intra- and interspecific
relationships.
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THANKS

This issue of Psammonalia came about due to the
efforts of many individuals. The editorial staff thanks
the following members for their contributions:

Tapas Chatterjee
J. W. Cole
Bruce Coull
Jorg A. Ott
Olav Giere
Preben Jensen
Zhang Zhinan
James Ward
Andrew Gooday
Mike Gee
Robert Feller

We especially thank Dick Warwick, past editor, and Mel
Austen past production editor. They have been very
generous in providing me with advice and material for
the this issue.

Hans-U. Dahms supplied this quarters cartoon look at
meiofauna.
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1! Finally available !!!

THE MEIOFAUNA OF MARINE SEDIMENTS:
TYPES AND CHARACTERS

Videofilm by
Alexander Bochdansky & Jorg A. Ott
University of Vienna, Austria

The movie shows the major groups of interstitial meiofauna (Cnidaria, Turbellaria,
Gnathostomulida, Gastrotricha, Nematoda, Kinorhyncha, Copepoda, Isopoda,
Ostracoda, Annelida, Gastropoda, Tardigrada, and Tunicata) live in color - important
diagnostic characters are shown in high magnification. 22 minutes, English text.

VHS copies available in PAL and NTSC.  Price: AS 900.--
Distributed through PRO MARE , a non profit organization.
Please use the coupon below for ordering.

Please pay to the order of PRO MARE by international money order to Erste sterr.
Spar-Casse, Vienna, Austria (Bank Code Nr. 20111) account # 073-07268.

I (We) order ........ copy (copies) of:
THE MEIOFAUNA OF MARINE SEDIMENTS: TYPES AND CHARACTERS
Color, 22 minutes.

[_] PAL [] NTSC

.............................................

Please bill the following address:

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Send to: PRO MARE, Prof.Dr. Jérg A. OTT, Dept. of Marine Biology, University of
Vienna, Althanstr. 14, A-1090 Vienna, Austria.
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