
PSAMMONALIA 
Newsletter of the 
International Association of Meiobenthologists 

Number 121, August 1998 

Composed and Printed at The University of Gent, 
Department of Biology, Marine Biology Section, K.L. Ledeganckstr. 35, B-9000 Gent, Belgium. 

THANKS TO THE XIMCO ORGANISERS ! 

This Newsletter is not part of the scientific literature for taxonornic purposes 



Editor: Magda Vincx 
email address : Magda.Vincx@xug.ac.be 

Executive Committee 
Magda Vincx. Chairperson. 
Ann Vanreusel. Treasurer. 
Paul A. Montagna, Past Chairperson, Marine Science Institute, University of Texas at Port Aransas, P.O. Box 1267, 

Port Aransas TX 78373, USA 
Robert Feller. Assistant Treasurer and Past Treasurer. Belle Baruch Institute for Marine Science and Coastal 

Research, University of South Carolina, Columbia SC 29208, USA 
Gunter Arlt, Term Expires 2001. Rostock University, Department.of Biology, Rostock D18051, GERMANY 
Teresa Radziejewska. Term Expires 1998. Interoceanmetal Joint Organization, ul. Cytyla I Metodego 9, 71-541 

Szczecin, POLAND 
Yoshihisa Shirayama, Term expires 1998 Seto Marine Biological laboratory. Graduate School of Science, Kyoto 

University 459 Shirahama, Wakayama 649-2211 Japan 
James Ward. Term Expires 1998. Department of Biology, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO 80523 USA 

Ex-Officio Executive Committee (Past Chairpersons) 
Robert P. Higgins. Founding Editor. 1966-67 W. Duane Hope 1968-69 

Paul A. Montagna 1993-1995 

Board of Correspondents 
Bruce Coull. Belle Baruch Institute for Marine Science and Coastal Research, University of South Carolina, 

Columbia, SC 29208, USA 
Dan Danielopol. Austrian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Limnology, A-5310 Mondsee, Gaisberg 116, Austria 
Roberto Danovaro. Facolta de Scienze, Universita di Ancona, ITALY 
Nicole Gourbault. Museum Nat. Hist. Nat., 57 rue Curie, Paris, 75231 Paris 5, FR.ANCE 
Andrew Gooday, SOC Empress Dock Southampton , UK 
Duane Hope, Department of Invertebrate Zoology, National Museum Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington, DC 20560, USA 
Tom Moens. University of Gent, Marine Biology Section, K.L. Ledeganckstr. 35, B-9000 Gent, BELGIUM 
Alex V. Tchesunov. Dept. Invertebrate Zoology, Biology Faculty, Moscow Lomonosov State Univ., Moscow 119899, 

Zhang Zhinan, Department of Marine Biology, Ocean University Of Oindgao, Oingdao, Shangdong, PEOPLES 

You may make your donations to the Bertil Swedmark Fund directly to the IAM bank account (account number 6586667) of the Lloyds Bank (Sort code 
30-96-68), 8 Royale Parade Plymouth PL1 1HB, UK. 

Jolm S. Gray 1970-71 
Bruce C. Coull 1974-75 
William D. Hummon 1978-79 
Carlo Heip 1982-83 
John W. Fleeger 1987-89 

Wilfried Westheide 1972-73 
Jeanne Renaud-Mornant 1976-77 
Robert P. Higgins 1980-81 
OlavGiere 1984-86 
Richard M. Warwick 1990-92 

RUSSIA 

REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

Marleen De Troch. Tom Moens. Ann Vanreusel. 
Dominick Verschelde. Magda Vincx. 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

mailto:Magda.Vincx@xug.ac.be


Page 3 

EDITORIAL 

Memories of XIMCO.... see pictures 

Indeed, we had a very good congress in Plymouth which 
was perfectly organised and even the sun was ordered for 
the conference dinner. 
However. 1 would like to put your attention on the fact that 
during the general meeting we decided some new things for 
the future of our organisation. 
1. our new chairman for the period 1999-2001 will be 
Yoshihisha Shirayama. 
2. the next conference will be organised in USA (Boston, or 
some other place still to be decided by our American 
collegues) 
3. the new members of the excom will be (from 1 Jan 99 
onwards) David Thistle and Guy Boucher. Also for the 
iirst time, an official webmaster is designated. Keith 
Walters who will be automatically part of the EXCOM. 
We are very gratefull to Nick Schizas who has lead us 
through our first period of internet communication. 
4. The decision has been made officially that in the future 
for each conference three scholarships from the Swedmark 
fund will be provided for non-Ph.D. participants presenting 
their work. 

(ammendations of the laws will appear in the november 122 
issue). 

Magda Vincx 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

XIMCO limericks... 

Meiofauna as always 
On meiofauna we can rely: 
An enigma-whatever we try 
As much as we travel 
sampling mud, sand or gravel, 
there they are, hut we don 7 know why ! 
Olav G. 

The age of computer enlightment 
Modern graphs become pieces of art: 
With fabulous colours you start, 
then you add also data, 
but they can come later. 
Your computer will make them look smart. 
Olav G. 

Rendez-vous 
A nematode, leaving the NIMCO: 
'Bye, sister! I see you at XIMCO ? ' 
So shy - and afraid-
the gastrotrich said: 
'Nem, meet me on March-at CENTIMCO!' 
Claus Nielsen 

Just one more limerick. Nothing more than a rephrasing 
of the very first limerick I ever read, and dedicated to 
Monica Bright and the other people in Prof. Ott's lab: 

A barber who lived in Batavia 
Was known for his fearless behavia ' 
When an enormous stilbonematid 
Stepped in for a new hairsnit 
He said: I am damned if 17/ shave ya2 

1: behvaiour 2: you 
Tom M. 

Address changes 

Monika Bright 
Marine Biology 
Zoological Institute 
University of Vienna 
Althanstr. 14 
A-1090 Vienna 
AUSTRIA 
Tel: 43-1-31336-1351 
Fax: 43-1-31336-778 
e-mail: monikab'flizoo.univie.ac.at 

Victor Ugo Ceccherelli 
Dept. Biologia Evoluzionistich Esperimentale 
Universita' Di Bologna 
Via Tombesi Dell Ova . 55 
48100 Ravenna 
ITALY 
Tel+Fax: +39 544 213831 
e-mail: victor®ambra.unibo.it 

Onno Groli 
Hegestrasse 46b 
20251 Hamburg 
GERMANY 
Tel: ++49 40-473529 
e-mail: onnogrossia.compusen e.com 

http://unibo.it
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Anne Robertson 
School of Life Sciences 
Roehampton Institute London 
Whitelands College 
West Hill 
SW15 35N London 
U.K. 
Tel.+44 181 392 3456 
e-mail: a.robertson@roehampton.ac.uk 

New members 

C. Annapurna 
Marine Biology Laboratory 
Department of Zoology 
Andhra University 
Visakhapatnam (A.P.) 
530 003 Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh) 
INDIA 
Tel:+91 (0891)501098 
Fax:+91 (0891)555547 
e-mail: pcmavr@md2.vsnl.net.in 
Interests: I have been working on systematics and 
ecology of benthic Ostracoda from the Indian 
subcontinent since 1976 and I have published about 30 
papers related to this topic. I am presently engaged in 
systematics and ecology of meiobenthic groups inhabiting 
in Coringa mangroves. Kakinada Bay. of the Indian 
subcontinent. This project throws much light on the 
systematics of nematodes, kinorhynchs. oligochaetes and 
copepods. their abundance in numbers and biomass and 
my idea is to compute data for statistical interpretation. 

Nina Larisssa Arroyo-Hailuoto 
Departamento de Biologia Animal I (Zoologia) 
Facultad de Biologia 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid 
28040 Madrid 
SPAIN 
Tel: 930517403 

34+913944955 
e-mail: nlarroyoiaieucmac.sim.ucm.es 
Interests: After some years messing with meiofauna. 
I've finally set to work with phytal meifauna. I've started 
a survey on meiofauna associated to a Laminaria 
ochrotevia community surrounding an island in the north 
of Spain (Santander. Cantabria). Any advice and help will 
be appreciated. 

Aziz Arshad 
Dept. of Biological Sciences 
University of Plymouth 
Drake Circus. PL4 8AA Devon. U.K. 
Tel:01752 232951 
e-mail: Aarshad@plymouth.ac.uk 
Interests: I am originally from Malaysia but at present 
for my Ph.D. in the university of Plymouth. My interest 
lies on estuarine benthic copepods particularly 

harpacticoids. 

Adam Cook 
64 Pattenden RD. Catford, SE6 4NQ London. UK 
Tel: 0171 938 9424 
e-mail: adac@nhm.ac.uk 
Interests: Deep sea nematode ecology7 / taxonomy. 
Anoxia. 
I am just coming to the end of the first year of my Ph.D. I 
am based in the Natural History Museum in London, 
although my student status is at the Southampton 
University Department of Oceanography. I am working 
on deep sea nematodes from the oxygen mimimum zone 
in the Arabian Sea off Oman. My primary investigaion 
are into the effect of oxygen concentrations on the 
ecology of nematodes although I hope also carry to out 
some biochemical studies on individual organisms from 
the area. 

Nicola Debenham 
Nematode Research group, Natural History7 Museum 
Cromwell Road. SW7 5BD London. U.K. 
Tel:+44 (0) 171 938 8721 
Fax:+44(0) 171 938 9158 
e-mail: njd@nhm.ac.uk 
Interests: I am senior technician for the Nematode 
Research Group, specialising in processing meiofauna 
(especially nematodes) from marine littoral, sub-tidal and 
deep-sea sediments, and have wide experience of 
fieldwork. both in estuaries and deep-sea. 1 am currently 
working on a major survey of the Thames Estuary and 
am learning nematode taxonomy. 

Andre Morgado Esteves 
Dept. Zoologia-IB-CCS-UFRJ 
lima do Fundao. Rio de Janeiro. 21941 -590 Rio de 
Janeiro. BRAZIL 
Tel: 55212662231. Fax:55215605993 
e-mail: aesteves@acd.ufrj.br 

Priscila A. Grohmann 
Universidade federal Do Rio de Janeiro 
Instituto de Biologia. Depto Zoologia 
CCS-BRA-ICHA Do Fundao. CEP 21941 -590 
Rio de Janeiro. BRAZIL 
e-mail: verabud@jmarlin.coni.br 
Interests: I am currently carrying out a project at Praia 
Vermelha. Rio deJaneiro City, particularly working on 
cnidarians taxonomy. I am highly interested in obtaining 
interstitial specimens either of shallow water or deep sea 
communities to complete a meiofaunal collection. I am 
starting to organize in my department. 

Adriana Maria Moellmann 
Av. Sgt. Geraldo Santala, 240 Apro. 172 
Jd. Marajoara . 04674-000 Sao Paulo-SP. BRAZIL 
Tel: 0055 11 524 5679 
Fax: 0055 11 524 5679 

mailto:a.robertson@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:pcmavr@md2.vsnl.net.in
http://nlarroyoiaieucmac.sim.ucm.es
mailto:Aarshad@plymouth.ac.uk
mailto:adac@nhm.ac.uk
mailto:njd@nhm.ac.uk
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mailto:verabud@jmarlin.coni.br
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e-mail: moellmanri@vol.com.br 
Interests: I work with meiofauna of continental shelf and 
I will begin a research in tropic chaim in the southeastern 
coast of Brazil. 

Victoria Tiganus 
University" 'Ovidms' Constanza. Natural Sciences Faculty 
B d a l Mamaia 124. 8700 Constanta. RUMANIA 
Tel: 0040 41614326 
Fax:0040 41618372 
e-mail: \1iganus@ovidius.ct.ro 
Interests: Professor at the University 'Ovidus' Constanta 
('Zoology' and 'Hydrobiology"). Dean of Natural 
Sciences Faculty. About 70 papers on marine 
zoobenthos. eutrophication. biodiversity etc. in Black Sea 
(the most of them) and Mediterranean Sea. I am 
interested in amphipods. isopods. halacarides. nematodes, 
quantitative structure of meiobenthos etc. Membership of 
CIESM. ECSA. 

Jihua Wu 
Institute of Hydrobiology 
Chinese Academy of Sciences. 
430072 Wuhan, Hubei prov. 
PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
Tel: 0086-27-87647719 
Fax:0086-27-87647702 
Interests: Freshwater meiofauna (both streams and 
lakes), mainly ou nematodes. I am a Ph.D. student at the 
Institute of Hydrobiology, CAS. My dissertation work is 
taxonomy and ecology of lirnno-terrestrial nematodes. As 
to taxonomic study, the nematodes are mostly identified 
to species level. The ecological part is concentrated on 
biotic and environmental interactions as well as response 
to pollution. I am also interested in freshwater 
meiobenthology in general. I am conducting a project on 
a preliminary study of meiofauna from shallow lakes. I 
will finish my doctorat thesis by July. 1999. 
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International Association of Meiobenthologists 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL 

The International Association of Meiobenthologists is a non-profit scientific society representing meiobenthologists in all 
aquatic disciplines. The Association is dedicated to the dissemination of information by publishing a quarterly newsletter 
and sponsoring a triennial International Conference. The newsletter. Psammonalia. is published mid-month in February. 
May. August and November. 

Membership is open to any person who is actively interested in the study of meiofauna. Annual membership dues are 300 
Belgian francs ($ 10 US) and you may pay up to 3 years in advance, i.e. 900 BEF ($30). New members will receive 
Psammonalia beginning with the February issue of the current year. If you are able, please add extra money to be 
contributed to the Bertil Swedmark Fund, which is used to help students or others who wish to attend the triennial 
International Conference. 

Please check appropriate boxes: 
• New member (*) • Renewing member 300 BEF or $10 • Change of address 

• Regular membership 300 BEF or $10 • Patron or Sustaining membership 1500 BEF or $50 

Name E-mail address 

Address Telephone 

FAX number 

City. St/Prov 

Zip/Postal Code 
Country 

BEF/$Us enclosed for years. Regular member at 300 BEF or $10/year. Patron or Sustaining member at 

1500 BEF or$50/year. 

BEF / $US enclosed to contribute to the Bertil Swedmark Fund. 

BEF/SUS TOTAL 

VISA/MASTER/EUROCARD number Expiry date 
Signature 
For North American members : dues can be paid in US dollars. Make checks payable to Intl. Assoc. of 
Meiobenthologists. Send dues and applications to: Dr. Robert Feller . Belle W. Baruch Institute. Univ. of South Carolina. 
Columbia. SC 29208 USA 

For all other members : dues can be paid in Belgian francs. Make (euro)checks payable to Ann Vanrensel. If possible make 
use of the creditcard transaction possibilities. Send dues and applications to : Dr. Aim Vanreusel. Marine: Biology Section . 
Ledeganckstraat 35. B-9000 Gent. BELGIUM 

Interests: 

(*) New members please introduce yourself in 10 lines 






