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Editorial 
 

A popular advertisement for 
Heineken in the US has a stock-boy 
dropping a case of beer on the floor and 
while the bottles break the camera pans 
to people kilometers away expectantly 
looking up at the sky frowning or 
withdrawing from all contact or welling 
up with tears.  Another score for the ad-
gurus seeking to hock product, but the 
sharing of grief across distances may be 
more real than Marketing VP’s could 
have anticipated.  The end of the 
summer 2005 saw an entire US city 
disappear under seven meters of water, 
and the collective memories of the good 
times past many of us associate with 
The Big Easy makes the loss even more 
poignant.  Whether a Phoenix-like 
resurrection, tinged with a little jazz, is 
possible or not only time will tell.  
Tropical Storms 2, Coastal Living 0. 

 
The loss of New Orleans raises 

questions of persistence and the 
strength of external forces and the folly 
of struggling against the inevitable.  Are 
we in IAM vainly struggling against 
forces less physically tangible but just 
as real?  Is there room for IAM in the 
future (after all, our critters take up 
very little space) or are the scientific 
storm waters tearing at the very fabric 
of the loosely formed “group of friends.”  
Is there a reason for IAM anymore?  
Societies exist for more general (e.g., 
ecology in the Ecological Society of 
America, comparative biology in the 
Society for Integrative and Comparative 
Biology) and more restrictive mandates 
(e.g., copepods in the World Association 
of Copepodologists, biting flies in the 
North American Dipteran Society).  In 

fact, the World Association of 
Copepodologists began with a 1979 
suggestion in Psammonalia, so why has 
WAC membership swelled to >900 while 
IAM languishes at maybe 200?  
Shouldn’t most of the 900 WAC 
members also be members of IAM?  
What about members of the Society of 
Nematologists? Is there reason to 
combine meetings such as the 10th 
International Symposium on 
Tardigrada announced in the last issue 
of Psammie with IAM’s conferences?  
Are these questions we want to ask? 

 
Cheers, 
Keith 
 
PS:  We are still looking for a few good 
Board of Correspondents volunteers! 

 
News & Views 
 
Australian Meiofauna Researchers 

 
Would IAM members who have a 

past, present or ongoing interest in 
Australian meiofauna like to get 
together by email and establish an 
informal network within the 
Association? This would establish better 
communication between members in 
Australia and enable us to swap 
information and resources, e.g. 
regarding sampling gear and lab 
equipment. Our present meiobenthology 
research publications could be 
consolidated to better identify future 
collaborations etc. If there is sufficient 
interest I suggest we arrange an 
Australian meiofauna workshop down 
the track.  
 
If you would like to be part of the Aussie 
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meiofauna network please contact Janet 
Gwyther (janet.gwyther@deakin.edu.au) 
and let me know your contact details, 
ideas and any suggestions on this. If you 
can include your particular meiofauna 
research interests, project title or brief 
details, location of study and the name 
of your university etc then I can compile 
a list for everyone's information. I would 
like to compile a database of Australian 
meiofauna publications if enough 
members respond. Finally, if such a 
group already exists in Australia will 
someone send details about how to join, 
to Psammonalia?  

Antipodal meiofauna? 
 

New Members 
 
Ashleigh B. Smythe 
Smithsonian Institution 
NMNH, Dept. of Invert. Zool. 
MRC 163, PO Box 37012 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7012 
 

Ashleigh specializes in marine 
nematodes, evolution, and phylogeny.  
BS in biology from Univ. of Vermont, 
MS from SE Louisiana Univ (fish 
trematodes), PhD from Univ. California 
Davis (molecular phylogenetics of free-
living soil nematodes).  Currently Post-
doctoral Fellow with Duane Hope in the 

National Museum of Natural History, 
Dept. of Invertebrate Zoology.,studying 
molecular and morphological 
phylogenetics of marine nematodes in 
the order Enoplida. 
 
Karl. J. Starzinger 
6343 E. Amity St. 
Inverness, Florida 34452 USA  
 

Karl is a retired NOAA fisheries 
employee who recently moved to a lake 
district in central Florida.  As a hobby 
he is looking at freshwater 
invertebrates, presumably including 
meiofauna. 

 
New Addresses 
 
Ryan Fisher PhD 
Biology Department 
Salem State College 
352 Lafayette Street 
Salem MA 01970 
Tel: 978-542 6841 
 

Recent Literature 
 
Bejarano, A. C., G. T. Chandler, and A. 

W. Decho. 2005. Influence of natural 
dissolved organic matter (DOM) on 
acute and chronic toxicity of the 
pesticides chlorothalonil, 
chlorpyrifos and fipronil on the 
meiobenthic estuarine copepod 
Amphiascus tenuiremis. Journal of 
Experimental Marine Biology and 
Ecology 321:43-57. 

Bosire, J. O., F. Dahdouh-Guebas, J. G. 
Kairo, J. Kazungu, F. Dehairs, and 
N. Koedam. 2005. Litter degradation 
and CN dynamics in reforested 
mangrove plantations at Gazi Bay, 
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Kenya. Biological Conservation 
126:287-295. 

Damsgaard, J. T., K. N. Mouritsen, and 
K. T. Jensen. 2005. Surface activity 
of Corophium volutator: A role for 
parasites? Journal of Sea Research 
54:176-184. 

DeTroch, M., M. Steinarsdottir, V. 
Chepurnov, and E. Olafsson. 2005. 
Grazing on diatoms by harpacticoid 
copepods: species-specific density-
dependent uptake and microbial 
gardening. Aquatic Microbial 
Ecology 39:135-144. 

Dutz, J., W. C. M. Klein Breteler, and 
G. Kramer. 2005. Inhibition of 
copepod feeding by exudates and 
transparent exopolymer particles 
(TEP) derived from a Phaeocystis 
globosa dominated phytoplankton 
community. Harmful Algae 4:929-
940. 

Fontanier, C., F. J. Jorissen, G. 
Chaillou, P. Anschutz, A. Gremare, 
and C. Griveaud. 2005. Live 
foraminiferal faunas from a 2800 m 
deep lower canyon station from the 
Bay of Biscay: Faunal response to 
focusing of refractory organic matter. 
Deep Sea Research Part I: 
Oceanographic Research Papers 
52:1189-1227. 

Furst von Lieven, A., V. Barmann, and 
W. Sudhaus. 2005. How can 
nematodes mate without spicules? 
Function of the male gonoduct 
glands in the roundworm 
Myolaimus. Zoology 108:211-216. 

Gad, G. 2005. Successive reduction of 
the last instar larva of Loricifera, as 
evidenced by two new species of 
Pliciloricus from the Great Meteor 
Seamount (Atlantic Ocean). 
Zoologischer Anzeiger 243:239-271. 

Gallo D'Addabbo, M., R. Sandulli, and 
S. de Zio Grimaldi. 2005. A new 
Batillipedidae (Tardigrada, 
Heterotardigrada) from the Orosei 
Gulf, Sardinia, Tyrrhenian Sea. 
Zoologischer Anzeiger 243:219-225. 

Gheskiere, T., M. Vincx, J. M. 
Weslawski, F. Scapini, and S. 
Degraer. 2005. Meiofauna as 
descriptor of tourism-induced 
changes at sandy beaches. Marine 
Environmental Research 60:245-265. 

Gwyther, J., and P. G. Fairweather. 
2005. Meiofaunal recruitment to 
mimic pneumatophores in a cool-
temperate mangrove forest: spatial 
context and biofilm effects. Journal 
of Experimental Marine Biology and 
Ecology 317:69-85. 

Hourston, M., R. M. Warwick, F. J. 
Valesini, and I. C. Potter. 2005. To 
what extent are the characteristics 
of nematode assemblages in 
nearshore sediments on the west 
Australian coast related to habitat 
type, season and zone? Estuarine, 
Coastal and Shelf Science 64:601-
612. 

Hyndes, G. A., and P. S. Lavery. 2005. 
Does transported seagrass provide 
an important trophic link in 
unvegetated, nearshore areas? 
Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science 
63:633-643. 

Knuckey, R. M., G. L. Semmens, R. J. 
Mayer, and M. A. Rimmer. 2005. 
Development of an optimal 
microalgal diet for the culture of the 
calanoid copepod Acartia sinjiensis: 
Effect of algal species and feed 
concentration on copepod 
development. Aquaculture 249:339-
351. 

Koch, T. A., and F. Ekelund. 2005. 



This Newsletter is not part of the scientific literature for taxonomic purposes. 6 

Strains of the Heterotrophic 
Flagellate Bodo designis from 
Different Environments Vary 
Considerably with Respect to 
Salinity Preference and SSU rRNA 
Gene Composition. Protist 156:97-
112. 

Labandeira, C. C. 2005. Invasion of the 
continents: cyanobacterial crusts to 
tree-inhabiting arthropods. Trends 
in Ecology & Evolution 20:253-262. 

Lincoln, D. E., K. T. Fielman, R. L. 
Marinelli, and S. A. Woodin. 2005. 
Bromophenol accumulation and 
sediment contamination by the 
marine annelids Notomastus lobatus 
and Thelepus crispus. Biochemical 
Systematics and Ecology 33:559-570. 

Marin-Guirao, L., A. M. Atucha, J. L. 
Barba, E. M. Lopez, and A. J. G. 
Fernandez. 2005. Effects of mining 
wastes on a seagrass ecosystem: 
metal accumulation and 
bioavailability, seagrass dynamics 
and associated community structure. 
Marine Environmental Research 
60:317-337. 

Martinetto, P., O. Iribarne, and G. 
Palomo. 2005. Effect of fish 
predation on intertidal benthic fauna 
is modified by crab bioturbation. 
Journal of Experimental Marine 
Biology and Ecology 318:71-84. 

Muniz, P., N. Venturini, A. M. S. Pires-
Vanin, L. R. Tommasi, and A. Borja. 
2005. Testing the applicability of a 
Marine Biotic Index (AMBI) to 
assessing the ecological quality of 
soft-bottom benthic communities, in 
the South America Atlantic region. 
Marine Pollution Bulletin 50:624-
637. 

Netto, S. A., F. Gallucci, and G. F. C. 
Fonseca. 2005. Meiofauna 

communities of continental slope and 
deep-sea sites off SE Brazil. Deep 
Sea Research Part I: 52:845-859. 

Ott, J., M. Bright, S. Bulgheresi, and J. 
D. M. Gordon. 2004. Marine 
microbial thiotrophic ectosymbioses. 
Oceanogr. Mar. Biol. Ann. Rev. 42: 
95-118. 

Sedlacek, C., and N. H. Marcus. 2005. 
Egg production of the copepod 
Acartia tonsa: The influence of 
hypoxia and food concentration. 
Journal of Experimental Marine 
Biology and Ecology 318:183-190. 

Sfanos, K., D. Harmody, P. Dang, A. 
Ledger, S. Pomponi, P. McCarthy, 
and J. Lopez. 2005. A molecular 
systematic survey of cultured 
microbial associates of deep-water 
marine invertebrates. Systematic 
and Applied Microbiology 28:242-
264. 

Sjolin, E., C. Erseus, and M. Kallersjo. 
2005. Phylogeny of Tubificidae 
(Annelida, Clitellata) based on 
mitochondrial and nuclear sequence 
data. Molecular Phylogenetics and 
Evolution 35:431-441. 

Sjolin, E., C. Erseus, and M. Kallersjo. 
2005. Phylogeny of Tubificidae 
(Annelida, Clitellata) based on 
mitochondrial and nuclear sequence 
data. Molecular Phylogenetics and 
Evolution 35:431-441. 

Soltwedel, T., C. Hasemann, N.-V. 
Queric, and K. von Juterzenka. 2005. 
Gradients in activity and biomass of 
the small benthic biota along a 
channel system in the deep Western 
Greenland Sea. Deep Sea Research 
Part I 52:815-835. 

Soltwedel, T., D. Portnova, I. Kolar, V. 
Mokievsky, and I. Schewe. 2005. The 
small-sized benthic biota of the 
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Barents Sea slope). Journal of 
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Stead, T. K., J. M. Schmid-Araya, and 
A. G. Hildrew. 2005. Secondary 
production of a stream metazoan 
community: Does the meiofauna 
make a difference? Limnology And 
Oceanography 50:398-403. 

Struck, T. H., and G. Purschke. 2005. 
The sister group relationship of 
Aeolosomatidae and Potamodrilidae 
(Annelida: "Polychaeta") -- a 
molecular phylogenetic approach 
based on 18S rDNA and cytochrome 
oxidase I. Zoologischer Anzeiger 
243:281-293. 

Tang, K. W., and M. Taal. 2005. Trophic 
modification of food quality by 

heterotrophic protists: species-
specific effects on copepod egg 
production and egg hatching. 
Journal of Experimental Marine 
Biology and Ecology 318:85-98. 

Woodward, G., B. Ebenman, M. 
Emmerson, J. M. Montoya, J. M. 
Olesen, A. Valido, and P. H. Warren. 
2005. Body size in ecological 
networks. Trends in Ecology & 
Evolution 20:402-409. 

Wu, J., C. Fu, F. Lu, and J. Chen. 2005. 
Changes in free-living nematode 
community structure in relation to 
progressive land reclamation at an 
intertidal marsh. Applied Soil 
Ecology 29:47-58. 

 
 

 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN IAM! 
THE APPLICATION CAN BE FOUND AT: 

http://www.meiofauna.org/appform.html 

 


