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EDITORIAL 

Last July 2019, MARE - Marine and Environmental 

Sciences Centre, the University of £vora, together 

with the International Association of Meiobenthol-

ogists (IAM) organized the 17th International Mei-

ofauna Conference (SeventIMCO). The Seven-

tIMCO was an energetic meeting, where early-

career scientists and senior scientists enthusiasti-

cally exchanged the advances in meiofaunal re-

search. It was a historical meiofauna conference, 

not only because were celebrating 50 years (1969-

2019) of the conference, but particularly by the 

significant improvement of the emerging topics of 

meiofauna research.  Based on new tools and ana-

lytical methodological advances we are in condi-

tions to establish the positions and roles of meio-

fauna and enhance understanding of biology and 

ecology in aquatic ecosystems,  to support man-

agement decisions regarding the sustainable use of 

the oceans, seas and freshwater ecosystems. 

The roundtables organized during the SeventIMCO 

allowed the identification of our major concerns 

regarding meiofauna research as an important 

need to strengthen information about the im-

portance of meiofauna in our changing world, in-

cluding to the new generations, decision-makers 

and all of society. The increase and growth of the 

meiofauna research teams around the world was 

also evident. To improve and open bridges be-

tween them, it is very important to guarantee a 

sustainable future for our science. 

During 2019 we physically lost Howard Martin Platt 

and Jacques Soyer; they will always be in our 

teams and labs through their lasting legacy in 

meiofauna research. Their dedication and contribu-

tions are something that all generations will be 

grateful for. 

 

Helena Ad«o, 

Chairperson of the IAM 
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As a new member of the IAM board, Helena would 

like to propose enhanced communication to bridge 

the gap between the numerous meiobenthologists 

of the different parts of the world, to meet future 

challenges and opportunities. 

Jeroen Ingels 

FSU Coastal and Marine Laboratory 

Florida State University 

jingels@fsu.edu 

Jeroen Ingels is a marine ecologist specialized in 

benthic ecology and biodiversity. Investigating how 

biological characteristics, such as ecosystem diver-

sity, structure and functioning, operate and inter-

act under environmental and anthropogenic 

change, is what drives most of his fundamental 

and more applied research. Whilst he is specialized 

in meiofauna, particularly nematodes, his research 

aims at seeing them as part of the bigger research 

questions by connecting them to other marine 

components and documenting their role in ecosys-

tem processes. It has become clear that we need 

to understand far more about the way in which bi-

ota interact, and how biota and their interactions 

change over space and time and in response to 

environmental change, anthropogenic or other-

wise. It is in this context of biological interactions 

that his research has developed in the past few 

years, a path he is keen to pursue in the future.  

Jeroen completed his MSc and PhD degrees at the 

University of Ghent, studying deep-sea and Ant-

arctic meiofauna communities, using field and ex-

perimental approaches. After two years of postdoc-

toral projects in the Marine Biology Research 

Group, UGent with Prof. Ann Vanreusel, he moved 

Helena Ad«o 

MARE - Marine and Environ. Research Center  

University of £vora 

hadao@uevora.pt 

Helena Ad«o is the new chairperson of the IAM ex-

ecutive committee and Professor of the Biology 

Department of the £vora University, Portugal. Her 

research activities are developed in the RD&I unit 

MARE- Marine Environmental Sciences Centre, of 

which she is the coordinator of the pole at Univer-

sity of £vora (MARE-U£vora). 

Helena started her carrier by developing the first 

PhD thesis about meiofauna ecology in Portugal, 

since then her research activities are based on 

ecology of meiofauna and benthic nematodes as-

semblages of the intertidal, subtidal and seagrass 

beds of the estuarine sediments, recently including 

the continental shelf and deep sea sediments. Her 

research has been focused in spatial and temporal 

distribution patterns to assess the responses and 

resilience of the nematode assemblages during 

natural habitat recovery; ecosystem processes us-

ing the "Stable Isotope Ecology" and the role of 

the benthic nematodes in estuarine and marine 

food webs and also the development of a molecu-

lar approach to provide novel tools for rapid as-

sessment of biodiversity changes. She has also 

been working to improve the knowledge on meio-

fauna ecology in Portugal by including this new 

subject in syllabus of the different Master courses, 

supervising master and Ph.D thesis and participat-

ing and coordinating projects based on meiofauna 

ecology. She has also recently improved her activi-

ty in Ocean Literacy through different actions, with 

meiofauna always supporting the initiatives. 

NEW IAM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 
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ular and visualization techniques. She discovered 

and described several new nematode species and 

revealed three new symbiotic relationships. 

Daniela started her carrier investigating the role of 

spatial heterogeneity on deep-sea meiofauna com-

pleting her PhD and a PostDoc in Italy at the Poly-

technic University of Marche. Daniela moved to 

France in 2011 working at CNRS on the impact of 

green algae blooms on meiofauna and then to  

Portugal (IMAR) for investigating the meiofauna of 

the Condor Seamount. She finally moved back to 

France in 2013 granted by the fellowship ñPost-

doctorant Internationale d'Excellence en Sciences 

de la Mer LabexMERò working at IFREMER on nem-

atodes from deep-sea hydrothermal vents.  

For her research, Daniela won the prestigious prix 

LôOr®al-UNESCO For Women in Science France 

2014. In 2015, she got a permanent position as 

researcher at the Ifremer, and since 2018 took the 

lead of the Deep Sea Lab, a team formed by 39 

scientists (including researchers, technicians, PhDs 

and post-docs) working in different deep-sea do-

mains (https://wwz.ifremer.fr/deep/). 

As a new member of the IAM executive committee, 

Daniela proposed to include the training of a new 

generation of meiobenthologists as a new objective 

of the IAM. 

Daniela started in 2013 the MeioScool workshop 

and summer school series. This successful series 

(100-125 participants for each event) aims to 

bring together several meiofaunal experts in order 

to 1) increase awareness of researchers, students 

and general public to the fundamental role of 

meiofauna in marine ecosystems from the coastal 

zone to abyssal depth and 2) train students and 

researchers to the identification and description of 

meiofauna through several complementary disci-

plines (taxonomy, ecology, molecular biology). 

MeioScool will be now associated to the triennial 

international meiofauna conference and will be-

come a regular appointment for the new genera-

tion of meiobenthologists. 

NEW IAM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 

to the UK to work for Plymouth Marine Laboratory 

for four years as a Postdoctoral Research Fellow on 

Marie Curie and PML/University of Exeter Fellow-

ships. In 2017 he took up a faculty position at the 

Florida State University, Coastal and Marine Labor-

atory where he runs the @meiolab and is involved 

in a variety of projects from shallow waters to the 

deep sea. 

As a new member of the IAM executive committee, 

Jeroen has been making efforts to increase com-

munication and collaboration between IAM mem-

bers globally. A few years ago he started the IAM 

Facebook page and since then, twitter and SLACK 

accounts were created to increase meiofauna 

news, and membership and visibility of the associ-

ation (see P10 ñConnecting Meiobenthologists 

Around The Worldò). 

Daniela Zeppilli  

Laboratoire Environment Profond (LEP)  

IFREMER 

daniela.zeppilli@ifremer.fr 

Daniela Zeppilli is an expert in taxonomy and ecol-

ogy of nematodes coming from a wide range of 

shallow water and deep-sea extreme ecosystems 

(hydrothermal vents, pockmarks, mud volcanoes, 

anoxic sediments). Daniela has focused her re-

search on how this important benthic group can 

interact with macrofauna as well as with micro-

organisms. In 2013, Daniela started to focus on 

nematode-prokaryote interactions exploring differ-

ent extreme environments leading two projects: 

DYVA and PIONEER. In these projects, she and her 

team proposed an integrate approach identifying 

and describing nematode extreme species and in-

vestigating associated prokaryotes combing molec-

ϭ CΦ ¢ŀƴƴŜŀǳ  

https://wwz.ifremer.fr/deep/
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49th Benthic Ecology Meeting 

(BEM2020) 

Dates: April 7-11, 2020 

Location: Wilmington, North Carolina, USA 

Abstract submission deadline: Feb 14, 2020 

Early bird registration deadline: Feb 3, 2020 
 

The Benthic Ecology Meeting Society (BEMS) is a 

non-profit organization established to run a yearly 

meeting to exchange scientific information focusing 

on marine benthic ecosystems (e.g., rocky intertid-

al, coral reef) and to foster the next generation of 

benthic biologists. 

The mission of the BEMS is to promote research in 

benthic ecosystems, support the exchange of infor-

mation about benthic ecology, and encourage stu-

dent participation to develop the next generation 

of benthic ecologists. BEMS is organized exclusive-

ly for educational and scientific purposes.  

At BEM2020 there will be sessions on interest 

topics like Anthropogenic Impacts & Climate 

Change, Biodiversity and Ecosystem Function, 

Biological Invasions, Conservation, Management, 

Coral Reef Ecology, Deep Sea Ecology, Community 

Ecology, Molecular Ecology and Evolution, Para-

sites and Disease Ecology, Polar Ecosystems, 

Recruitment and Larval Ecology, Symbiosis, Tem-

perate Reef Ecology, Trophic Relationships and Re-

silience, and many others. There will also be spe-

cial session on ñGalapagos Marine Ecologyò, 

ñInsights from the MarineGEO programò and 

ñUnderstanding Life in the Marine Intertidal: Hon-

oring David S. Wetheyò. 

 

 

 

More Information and Registrations: 

https://www.bemsociety.org/bem-2020.html  

UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 

 

 

 

 

Ocean Sciences Meeting 2020 

Dates: February 16-21, 2020 

Location: San Diego, California, USA 

The OSM is the flagship conference for the ocean 

sciences and the larger ocean-connected communi-

ty.  As we approach the UN Decade of Ocean Sci-

ence for Sustainable Development, beginning in 

2021, it is increasingly important to gather as a sci-

entific community to raise awareness of the truly 

global dimension of the ocean, address environmen-

tal challenges, and set forth on a path towards a 

resilient planet.  

A special session on meiofauna had been organized, 

but eventually merged to form session OB13A 

"Benthic and Bentho-Pelagic Community Connectivi-

ty from Coastal to Deep-Ocean Environments". Wa-

ter column and benthic processes are fundamentally 

connected through bentho-pelagic coupling, which 

comprises the exchange of organisms, energy, 

mass and nutrients between the water column and 

seafloor. From the land-ocean boundary to the deep 

sea, organismal biodiversity is key to sustaining 

ocean ecosystems, however, the drivers giving rise 

to different patterns of biodiversity on the seafloor 

are still not fully understood. This multidisciplinary 

session aims to bring together scientists and high-

light recent advances at the bentho-pelagic inter-

face and the processes giving rise to seafloor biodi-

versity patterns, focused on micro- to macro- 

scales. We also welcome presentations on how 

these bentho-pelagic interactions and biodiversity 

patterns are affected by anthropogenic stressors.  

There will be a number of meiofauna  oral and post-

er presentations dealing with these topics. 

This yearôs theme, ñFor a Resilient Planetò, centers 

around the concept that scientists, in partnership 

with governments and communities, have the pow-

er to affect change in fostering healthier and more 

resilient oceans, a safer and sustainable food sup-

ply, and to mitigate impacts of climate change. 

More Information and Registration: 

https://www.agu.org/Ocean-Sciences-Meeting  

https://www.bemsociety.org/bem-2020.html
https://www.agu.org/Ocean-Sciences-Meeting

