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ON THE COVER OF THIS ISSUE: 

Agaue chevreuxi (Trouessart, 1889) 

A deutonymph specimen from Aegean Sea, Bozcaada, 

¢anakkale, sandy habitat with P. oceanica,  11 m. 

Halacarid mites are microscopic invertebrates (also re-

ferred to as meiofauna). They live in all aquatic habitats 

(marine, brackish and freshwater) and include species 

ranging from 180 to 700 Õm, more than 1000 of which 

are marine and more than 60 species have been found 

from freshwaters or brackish waters like saline lakes 

and estuaries. They live in a variety of substrata (e.g. 

on many animal groups and algae) (Ref. 3-5). 

The sci-art in the cover was created and submitted by 

Furkan Durucan, who has been studying halacarid mites 

since 2012.  He did a PhD on marine mites (Acari:  

Halacaridae) taxonomy, distribution, and ecology in 

2017 along the Western coast of Antalya (Turkey). Up 

to date, most of halacarid studies have been focused on 

classical taxonomy. In his present and future career, 

Furkan would like to extend his work to their molecular 

studies, zoomorphology, neuromuscular anatomy, larval 

development, nervous system or studies related that 

SEM, TEM, 3D reconstruction, confocal microscopy in 

addition to classical taxonomy. 
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EDITORIAL 

In the last editorial of Psammonalia, I highlighted our 

concerns regarding the important need to communicate 

effectively the relevance and value of meiofauna re-

search in our changing world. I had no idea we were a 

few months away from events that would dramatically 

change the world we live in, with effects on all aspects of 

life and work. When I got out of my home in early May 

2020, still isolated at the work place that seemed aban-

doned, my plans and aims were uncertain and cloudy to 

say the least! We didnËt know what would come to  

occur in the next few days, let alone weeks or months! 

Surprisingly, in the middle of our confinement, for many 

filled with anxiety and apprehension about the future, a 

welcomed initiative by Jeroen Ingels and Giovanni dos 

Santos gave us the opportunity to travel ódigitallyô and 

bring some much-needed scientific interaction back into 

our lives with the MEIOLIVE sessions. This allowed us all 

to focus on our research for a moment each week with a 

series of webinars and discussion sessions.  Despite the 

conditions, we can safely say the series marked a mem-

orable moment for the IAM and its community, where 

instead of enduring isolation, we found a way to cross 

bridges and bring research teams closer across the 

world in a way we had not endeavoured before.  

This issue of Psammonalia will look at the achievements 

of MEIOLIVE and its participants, and how a growing 

community has been able to come closer together. De-

spite the many restrictions we have had to deal with the 

dramatic changes to our scientific schedules in the last 

few months, you will see this issue is full of activities 

and scientific news ï a clear illustration of the diversify-

ing, quality meiofauna research the many scientific 

teams around the world are conducting. As societies and 

our lives try to return to a new normal, and schedules 

become filled rapidly with old and new responsibilities, 

MEIOLIVE carries on! Now fortnightly, and with addition-

al hosts, Michaela Schratzberger and Florian Scharhau-

ser. This issue brings a number of additional interesting 

reads; a list of recently published papers on all matters 

meiobenthology, some words on the new 'Guide to the 

Identification of Marine Meiofauna', including a book re-

view on the guide, news, updates and some invitations 

for you to consider. Importantly, we also introduce Ph.D. 

students who are entering the wonderful world of meio-

fauna science. 

I wish you all safety and good health, and a proactive 

environment where social distancing and wearing masks 

continues to help reduce the spread of COVID19 and 

prevent unnecessary loss of life.  

 

Helena Ad«o, 

Chairperson of the IAM 
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huge success and people from across the world 

have been joining in to learn about meiofauna and 

the researchers studying it. Most presentations are 

recorded and posted on youtube, so that those in-

terested can catch up in case they had to miss the 

live event.  

Initial Meiolive sessions were attended by around a 

hundred people, and current sessions draw in  

between 50 and 90 people each time. Presentation 

videos have received nearly 1,500 views and a sol-

id subscriber group of 92 people. Further illustrat-

ing the positive effect of Meiolive on the engage-

ment amongst the research community are 241 

people who have registered for future sessions. 

Giovanni and Jeroen have now been joined by 

Michaela Schratzberger (Centre for Environment, 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Science, UK) and Florian 

Scharhauser (University of Vienna, Austria) to co-

host and co-moderate the sessions; and we have 

also had a guest appearance of Jyotsna Sharma 

(University of Texas at San Antonio, USA) recently. 

As work schedules are beginning to adjust to a 

ñnew normalò and becoming increasingly busy, the 

sessions have reduced in frequency since  

September. We now host bi-weekly sessions with 

alternating hosts. We sincerely hope that Meiolive 

delivers and continues to deliver its main goal: 

reaching out to facilitate communication and ex-

change between scientists, and to create an envi-

ronment where we can all learn from each other. 

 

Ways to join the IAM community: 

1) Become a member!!! 

2) Get in touch with Psammonalia@gmail.com and pass 

on your articles for the Psammonalia newsletter, or reg-

ister for the Meiolive sessions; 

3) Follow us and send us messages on Facebook; 

4) Follow us and send us messages on Twitter; 

5) Join the online working platform on SLACK (currently 

176 members); just get in touch with Psammo-

nalia@gmail.com on how to register. 

 

 

MEIOLIVE - BRINGING MEIOFAUNA RESEARCH TO LIFE ACROSS THE WORLD 

Jeroen Ingels1, Michaela Schratzberger2, Giovanni 

Santos3, Florian Scharhauser4 

1 Florida State University, USA (jingels@fsu.edu)  

2 CEFAS, UK 

3 Federal University of Pernambuco, Recife, Brazil 

4 University of Vienna, Austria 

 

For the past couple of years, the International  

Association of Meiobenthologists (IAM) has made 

increasing efforts to engage the global community 

of meiobenthologists and to offer new ways to 

communicate with each other more effectively. The 

IAM newsletter Psammonalia has been our primary 

tried and trusted source of spreading our news. Let 

us be honest, few community newsletters have 

made it to the edition 172! This must be a sign 

that what started in 1966 filled a need that has 

only grown over the decades, yes decades! Over 

the past 50 years, the research community has 

grown and diversified, and so have the ways in 

which we are able to get in touch with each other 

and communicate our research:  IAM conferences 

every three years, workshops, newsletters, papers 

in journals, complemented by email and many 

modern online platforms have allowed us to 

engage with an ever-growing group of people. So 

here we are in 2020, when the COVID-19 pandem-

ic requiring social distancing, challenges people 

around the world to seek new, imaginative ways to 

communicate without the opportunity to meet face 

to face. Therefore, it befell on us to find a way to 

overcome physical isolation.  

Giovanni dos Santos (Federal University of Per-

nambuco, Brazil) and Jeroen Ingels (Florida State 

University, USA) created Meiolive, a series of webi-

nars where invited speakers deliver a presentation 

followed by a question-answer session and general 

discussion. In May 2020, Meiolive started as a 

weekly event, on Wednesdays, usually in the 

morning in the Americas, afternoon in Europe and 

most of Africa, while Asia, Eastern Asia and Ocean-

ia had to join in in the evening. Sessions are an-

nounced via social media and email correspond-

ence with a beautiful image, created by Melanie 

Costa, to draw in more participants. Despite cover-

ing so many time zones, the sessions have been a 

https://www.youtube.com/user/13jingels
http://meiofauna.org/membership/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/IAMeiofauna
https://twitter.com/iameiofauna
http://meiofauna.org/psammona.html
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MEIOLIVE - BRINGING MEIOFAUNA RESEARCH TO LIFE ACROSS THE WORLD 

 

 

Group picture of Meioliveôs session 16 participants. Taken September 30th 2020. 

Nerd Challenge: Find Wallyôs lost things in the picture:     
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Presentations: ñMeiofauna Life on Loggerhead and 

Hawksbill Sea Turtlesò and ñAre all free-living nema-

todes really free livingò 

Links: https://youtu.be/sp9CTWQLcds and https://

youtu.be/6SOSzRdt0ZY 

Presentation: ñDo Flamingos eat meiofauna?ò 

Link: https://youtu.be/8XUxRHXK4t0 

Presentation: ñCryptic species and stasis ï the in-

terstitial annelid genus Stygocapitella as a case 

studyò 

Link: https://youtu.be/vAqZH6M8tkk 

Presentation: ñBiodiversity assessment of free-living 

marine nematodes at the molecular scaleò 

Link: https://youtu.be/-SEO_iB-qf4 

Presentation: ñDiversity and community ecology of 

Meiofauna from the Arctic fjordsò 

Link: https://youtu.be/Del6rinEa24 

 

 

MEIOLIVE SESSIONS HISTORY 

Presentation: ñEffects of duration and frequency of 

non-flow periods on stream-dwelling meiofaunaò 

Link: https://youtu.be/HtNqqFAkbIg 

Presentations: ñMetabarcoding of soft-bodied meio-

fauna in Swedish watersò and ñMeiofauna in the Am-

azon region: what we know and what we don't knowò 

Links: https://youtu.be/7SAu3ZI7wak and 

https://youtu.be/1Bwh7rGsvNs 

Presentation: ñRevolutionizing Biodiversity and  

Systematics Research on Aplacophora (Mollusca) and 

Training the Next Generation of Meiobenthologistsò 

Link: https://youtu.be/Z_SP5UlRuus 

 

Presentation: ñCommunity structure of deep-sea 

nematodes of the Clarion Clipperton Fracture Zoneò 

Link: https://youtu.be/wu2DIkjv4w0 

Presentation: ñUpdate on Gnathostomulida, focus-

sing on how easy they are to find, extract and identi-

fy (or describe) themò 

Link: https://youtu.be/z1m3s_IiW-g 

 

NINTH  

https://youtu.be/sp9CTWQLcds
https://youtu.be/6SOSzRdt0ZY
https://youtu.be/6SOSzRdt0ZY
https://youtu.be/8XUxRHXK4t0
https://youtu.be/vAqZH6M8tkk
https://youtu.be/-SEO_iB-qf4
https://youtu.be/Del6rinEa24
https://youtu.be/HtNqqFAkbIg
https://youtu.be/7SAu3ZI7wak
https://youtu.be/1Bwh7rGsvNs
https://youtu.be/Z_SP5UlRuus
https://youtu.be/wu2DIkjv4w0
https://youtu.be/z1m3s_IiW-g
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17TH SESSION 

OCTOBER 21 

Helena Ad«o: ñWhat makes a better indicator? 

Taxonomic vs Functional response of estuarine  

nematode assemblagesò 

 

18TH SESSION 

NOVEMBER 4 

Maikon Di Domenico & Gustavo Fonseca: ñHow 

are we addressing the biodiversity shortfalls in 

meiofaunaò 

 

19TH SESSION 

NOVEMBER 18 

Stephen Fegley & Julian Smith: ñNourished, 

exposed beaches exhibit altered sediment structu-

re and meiofaunal communitiesò 

 

 

Sђѐї ўљ яјћ Mюђјѕђџю Sюќќђјїќ ыѢ юіъђѕ ъѝ 

љќъііјїъѕђъ@ѐіъђѕ.ьјі, јћ ѝёћјўѐё  

IAMôќ яъьюыјјє јћ ѝѠђѝѝюћ љъѐюќ  

 

 

BE ONE OF THE NEXT MEIOLIVE 

SPEAKERS! 

 

We are currently looking for more  

meiobenthologists that want to presente their  

research at a Meiolive session.  

If you would like to make a presentation at one of 

the next available Meiolive dates, please get in 

touch with us through psammonalia@gmail.com, 

to arrange a date!  

MEIOLIVE SESSIONS HISTORY                  UPCOMING SESSIONS 

Presentations: ñPhylogenomics of Marine Nema-

todes - how far did we progress?ò and ñForaminifera 

and their microscopic world: who cares?ò 

Links: https://youtu.be/ptZ8lbomKws and 

https://youtu.be/mGdRIz35WHM 

Presentation: ñDark and stealthy. How to unravel 

cryptic diversity on the morphological and the molec-

ular level in stilbonematine nematodes.ò 

Presentation: ñA meiofauna trip to Easter Island.ò 

Link: https://youtu.be/A432E4F1fWE 

Presentation: ñSaltmarsh Meiofauna and the Deep-

water Horizon Oil Spillò 

Link: https://youtu.be/H-35wE9Rk2w 

Presentation: ñThe feeding habits of hydrothermal 

vent meiofauna based on their stable isotopes and 

radioisotope (14C)ò 

Presentation: ñNeuroanatomy of microscopic  

annelidsò 

Link: https://youtu.be/iyav8VsklIk 

https://www.facebook.com/IAMeiofauna
https://twitter.com/iameiofauna
https://youtu.be/ptZ8lbomKws
https://youtu.be/mGdRIz35WHM
https://youtu.be/A432E4F1fWE
https://youtu.be/H-35wE9Rk2w
https://youtu.be/iyav8VsklIk

